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7 TP HE fab) 6 of the eavathg Sermon, 
| was aſffrned. by the Aſſociate Preſ- 
bytery ; agreeable to their plan of appoin- 
ring members to preach by turns, on ſuch -- 
ſubjects as are deemed neceſſary to throw 
light on the preſent truth.. 8 
THEY mult be ſtrangers indeed in 
- {ens Iſrael, who know not that ſinging the 
.-. - , | Flakng of David in Chriſtian worfhip, 1s 
: not only now diſputed, but warmly op- 
poſed by many in "ho Britiſh Dominions, 


This Sermon makes its appearance in 
the world, at the deſire of the members of ' 
the ſaid Preſbytery, and of ſome other per- 

Ions whom the Author is bound to regard. * 

2 The peculiar nature of the ſubject, will | f 
: ſufficiently appologize for the uncommon |. 1 
; -number of quotations, and note. 

If the glory of Immanuel and the in- 1 

tereſts of His Cauſe, are hereby, in any | 5 
degree promoted, all is gained, that 1s 0 
wilhed for, by the A UTHO * LY g 
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6 Lei the word of ce HRIST dwell in you richly 5 in 
all wiſdom; teaching and admoniſhing one another 


in Pfalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, fiog- - 
* with Grace in Jour a to the L 0 — 


—— 


My Brethren, 


| O need not be informed chi this wat 
Preſbytery have apppointed me to exhibit on 


trembling heart, but deſiting to look to the LORD, 
that he may ſend forth * the Spirit of truth, to guide | 


© us into all truth.“ 
The grand ſcope. of the Apeſtle Paul, in this letter | 
ta the church of Coloſſe, is to alarm her, of the danger 


ſhe was in from the Jewiſh zealots, (who preſſed tte 
neceſſity of her obſerving the ceremonial law,) and to 
p:event ber being tainted, with a mixture of Gentile 
philoſophy. Tho? Paul had not the honour of planting 
this church, (this being conſerred on Epaphras) yet he 
ſhews his concern about her, by addreſſing her in this 
epiſtle; for, * he had daily the care of all the churches 


upon him.“ He is now a priſoner at Rome, but for- 


A 2 Fe, gers 


this occaſion, the propriety of ſinging the - 
Pfalms of David in Chriſtian worſhip, A ſubject truly 
- Intereſting, and far ſurpaſſing our abilities to manage 
properly. Conſcicys of this, we venture on it with a 
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ts not che churches of God: He not only prays for 
- ak but ſends unto them letters. What ſome ob- 
ſierve of the Plalms of David, that ſuch of them as were 
wrote in the wilderneſs, have a peculiar. ſweetneſs in 
them ; may-be applied. to Paul's epiſtles, that ſuch of 
them as he wrote in priſon, are the moſt remarkable. 


In this epiſtle we have the preface and the body of 


3t, The preface lics from the beginning to the twelfth 
verſe of the firſt chapter; then follows the body or ſub- 
Nance of it, which is both doctrinal and practical. 
We have ſundry practical directions given us in the 
preceding context. We are exhorted to heavenly- 
mindedneſs, in verſes 1 5. tO mortification of ſin in 
the various inſtances of it, verſes 35, 12, to brotheriy 
love, verſe 15. to be ſubject to the peace of God, veꝰ ſe 
T5. and in our text to a wiſe improvement of the word 


of Chriſt. * Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly 


© in all wiſdom; teaching and admonithing one another 


C in pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with | 


grace in your hearts to the Lord. 


In the following diſcourſe on which words, thro' 


"lvine aid, 1 ſhall, 


I. Briefly ſhow * how the word of Chriſt SHOULD 
well in us richly in all wiſdom,” 


II. I ſhall explain the way we are to * evidence this, 


(io wit) by teaching and admoniſhing-one ano- 


© ther in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs.“ 


III. Hliuftrate the manner of performing this, by 
© ſinging with grace in our heaits to the Lord,” 


IV. I ſhall make ſome *© practical improvement” of 


the whole. 
I. x Mall briefly ſhow © 15 the word of Chriſt” 


Firſt, 


© SHOULD dwell i in us s richly i in all wiſdom.“ DAY L 
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Clhriſt, becauſe he is the ſubj<&- matter of them; all 


| we are with thoſe of our owa families. But, alas! al- | 


55 ( $ ) 
- Firſt, That the word of Chriſt' means the hath of 
Rane revelation. - This is called the word. of Chriſt,” 
becauſe it was either ſpoken. by himſelf immediately ia 

| his own perſon, or mediately in the miniſtry of the pro 
[5 Phets and apoſtles, The propheſy came not in old 
© time by the will of man; but holy men of God ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Pet. i. 21. 
Ihe Old and New Teſtaments are called the word of 


| the lines of divine cevelation centre in him, as the rays 
$657; in the ſun. Search the ſcriptures for in them ye think 
| © ye have erernal life, and they are they which teſtify 
book me, John v. 39. To him gave all the prophets 
| * witneſs, &c., Acts x. 43, It is in the ſcripture Chriſt 
| continues to ſpeak to the church, and hence © his Name 
| is called, ihe word of God,* Rev. xix. 13. 
Secomlly, That. the word of Chriſt' ſhould be our 
daily ſtudy; for it ſhould Dwell in us.” The Greek 
word here, tendered Dwell, ſignifies to * keep houle:? _ 
This ſhows that the word of Chriſt ſhould not be like a 
* ſtranger, or a way- -faring man, that taketh up his a- 
© bode for a night,” but it ſhould be a reſiding gueſt | 
with us; we ought to be well acquainted with it, as 


„ 
3 
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| _ though Cod has written to us the great things of his 
| . * law, yet they are counted as ſtrange things,“ Hol. 
Vill. 12, The ſacred oracles ſhould not dwell with us 
as ſervants: do, whom we order to obey us; this is the 
entertainment they receive from thofe who force inter- 
te pretations on them to {upport their erroneous opinions 
| and deteſtable practices, aud thus wrelt the icriptures 
to their own deſtruction;' but they ſhou'd dwell with 
us as 4 miſter in his houſe, and we as ſervants, are 

from them to take direction with reſpect to the whol> 


of our duty. The word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a AJ. - *a light 


138. 


Ca a light unto my path,” Pf, cxix. tog. Many bave the 
word "of Chrift © dwe! ling with,” but not * in them; this 


is the caſe with thole who have Bibles in their bouſ es, 


but do not read and ſtudy them. Let us hear with ſo- 
lemnity, the divine charge given vs concerning the 
word of Chriſt; © And theſe werds which I command 


© thee this day hall be in thine heart, And thou ſhalt 
© teach them diligently unto thy children, and thou 
© tha't talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by fhe way, and when thou 
© Jeſt down and when thou rifeſt up,“ Deut. vii , 8. 
Thirdly, The * word of Chriſt' ſhould be © highly e. 


ſteemed' by us. It ſhould dwel! in us richly by infor- 


miog our juugments, transforming our hearts, and re- 
forming cur lives. All now have eaſy acceſs:to it, by 
the tranſlation of the B ble out of the original tengues: 


Our Father's will is made known to us in our mother= 


tongue. The * word of Chriſt is a tree of knowledge, 


and thanks be to God that it is not forbidden: Yea, it 
is a tree of life, which we may eat the fruit of, and 


live for ever. Here is no © flaming ſword to guard the 


way of it,” but there is one to picree thro? thoſe who 
deſpiſe it We ſhould not only look into our Bibles in 


the houſe of God, but we ought to read them in our 


families. and cloſets: if we expect to reach the heaven 
of glory, we ſhould daily ſteer by this compaſs, for we 
are in danger of being ſwallowed up in the quick lands 
of carnal delights, or ſuffering ſhipwrecks on the keen- 
pointed rocks of wcaridiy Appel 'tments. 

Fourthly, Chat w: ſhould apply the word of Chriſt 
to ourſclycs. It ſhould dwell in us not only richly, but 
in all wiſdom. Many have the word of Chriſt dwel'ir 8 


in thera only in ſpeculation ; they read jt: merely to tur- 


niſh-th-mſelves with matter for converſation, but are 
quite ſirangers to that dirine wiſdom which teacherh 
| Eons . to 
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* to 1 apply what is therein written, But we ſhould cons 
1 "Rider in the molt ſerious manner, that God ſpeaks to 
| vs in his word. The promiſes are breifts of conſola- 
tion which we ought daily to ſuck; the precepts are 
a rule which we oughi-conſtantly to obterve; and the 
threatnings ſhould alarm us when we fall into ſin - 
The greater part of mankind conduct themſelves as if 
they were not addreſſed by God's word ; they are ele- 
vated with the promiſes, and terrified with the threats 
nings of thoſe of their fellow mortals, who are in ð 
al ted ſtations of life; but the promiſes and threatnings 
ot the Lord God do not affect them, beceuſe they do 
| 5 apply them. Therefore, they ſay unto God, De- 
part from us for we deſire not the knowledge i of thy 
ways. What is the Almiphty that we ſhould ſerve 
| © him, and what Profit ſhou'd we have if we pray un- 
« to him,” Job xxi 14, 15. Where Chriſt's word dwells 
richly in all wiſdoi, it will be found to be a gueſt that 
will pay well for its lodging; 'where it is applied by 
faith, it will produce the moſt ſalutary effects, grace 
will flouriſh, and others ber refteſhed with its fragran» 
cy; for it will excite us to © teach and admoniſh one 
© another in pſalms and hymns, and {piritual —_ | 
This brings me to the : 

It Head, which was to explain the way that we are 
| ere evidence the word of Chriſt dwelling richly in us in 
« $ all wiſddm, viz. by teaching aud admoniſhing one a- 
© nother in pfalms and bymns. and ſpiritual: ſongs. 

We come now to tread on diſputed ground; yet Wwe 
nced not fear to venture cn it while we have ſcrip ture, 
and the ſuffrages of eminent divines to direct our path. 
But before W come to ſpeak particularly on this head, 
it wilh be neceflacy to explain the terms, ps A I. M Sg 
HY MNS, and sPI RITUALE SONGS And fer this ud, 
let us produce the {cole in which theke terms arc un- 
; | ES 2 derſtoad 
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derſtood by different interpreters, ( whoſe authority-will - 
have conſiderable weight with ſome) by which it may 
appear, that our view of them is not fiogular, aud if 
we have deputed from their "game es it is 
not in deſpicable company. 
Hierom thus explains the words, . Pſalms may 7h 
6 u Jovg to moral things, which we ovght to practiſe,” 
as Pſalm. xxxvii. &c. Hymns may belong to ſacred 
«© things, what we ought to mediate on, aud contem- 
6 plate, as the power, wiſdom, goodneſs, and majelly 
© of God. (As Palms cxxxv and cxxxvi. &c.) Spiri- 
** tua] Songs may belong to natural things, what we 


Cs ought to debate and diſcuſs, to wit, the riſe, order, 5 


% harmony, and continuance of the world and God's 

infinite wiſdom manifeſted in it,” as Pal. eig. 
Some divines are of the opinion that our Apoſtle 

uſeth the words * pſalns, hymns, and ſpiritual longs,” 
to an{wer the Hebrew diſtinction of plalms, which is 
as follows: 1. Some pſalms were called MiIz xORIM, 
which treated of various and different ſubjects. 2. O- 
thers were denominated TEHILLIA, which only men- 
tioned the praiſes of the Moſt High. 3. The Jews cal- 
led other pſalms 8 # 1&1 M, which were ſongs more 
artificially compoſed, and, ſome obſerve, were Tung 
with the help of a muſical inſtrument“. 


Dr Edwards gives the following explication of the 


words, Ps AL Ms is a general term of great latitude, 
and is a word in common for all thoſe ſongs which 
& contain in them the priſe of God, and ſet forth i in 
„ general his ſacred attributes or perfections, and ia 
t any way expreſs devotion, or contribute to piety and 


« holineſs; Such were the Plaus of David wherein 
SEE 0 


* Sce Mr Well's f. rmon on Eph. v 19. in the ſup- 
plement to the morning Ne page 124. 
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% God is extolled and magnified, and where likewiſe 
_ © there are penitential confeſſions, ſupplications, and 
„ commemorations of divine mercies, and pathetic and 
« devout prayers, and exhortations to a holy life. Afz 
** ter pſalms the apoſtle adds Hymns, as a more com- 
« pleat thing (ſaith Theophylact, one of the fathers,) 
1 „ becauſe they are of a: more ſingular and peculiar 
E « ſtrain, and God is praiſed from the conſideration - 
of his greatneſs and majeſty, his power and glory. 

Spiritual Songs, or Odes, fecm to exceed the two 

„ former, not only becauſe they are done with more 
«art, and conſiſt of due meaſures, but becauſe the pe- 
„ culiar ſubject of them is the goodneſs and beniguitʒ 
of. God: Or more exactly thus, The others ſet forth 
the divine excellencies and perfect ons conſidered in 
© themſclves, and in their nature, but the latter are a 
| e diſplaying of his excellencies as they reſpect us, aud 
| | & as we have a particular ſhare in them. And theſe , 
6 compoſitions are ſtyled Spiritual, becauſe they are 
** not only indited by the help of the Holy Spirit, but 
they flow from a fpiritual and heaveoly frame of mind 
and are ſung with great emotion of ſpirit“.“ 

That eminent reformer John Calvin, whoſe memory 
and jugdment we ought to revere gives us his opinion 
in words to this effect: * Pſalms are that in the fing- 
6: 10g of which a muſical inſtrument beſides the tongue 
was uſed. Hymns are ſongs of praiſe, whether ſung 

with a high voice, or otherwiſe, Spiritual ſongs, are. 
* ſuch pſalms as not only contain praiſes, but exhor- 
«© tations, and other arguments 4. | 
I Theſe interpreters did not underſtand by kymns and 
ſpiritual ſongs, as if the apoſtle intended human com- 
PR 1 : „% pales. 


Df Fdward's theologia reformata, vol I. 668. 
+ Calvin's Latia commentary on the epiſtles, p. 708. 
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| Poſures; neither do they charge bim with a needleſs 
tautology, as our late refiners do, though no more than 
the pſalms of David be here meant. Sia even let us 
ſuppoſe, (but not grant) that the book of pfalms could 
not be diſtinguiſhed into theſe claſſes, yet this would 
not be ſufficient to prove human compoſures are here 
intended; in regard it is no uncommon thing for the 
Spirit of God to uſe three words in one verſe expreſ- 
ſing the ſame thing: As when Paul ſays, © Arethey 
* Hebrews? ſo am I. Are they Iſraelites? ſo am I. Are 
they the ſeed of Abraham? ſo am I.“ 2 Cor, xi, 22 
Me readily grant that there is ſome difficulty in ex- 
plainiag the diſtiaction of pſalms, and hymns, and ſpi- 
_ © ritual ſongs' f; yet we preſume, a careful peruſal of 
the facred Volume, and obſcrviag the ſ:aſe in which the 
Spirit of God, uſes theſe terms, in other parts of it, will 
greatly tend to throw light on this ſubject; for it is 
a received maxim among the orthodox, That Scrip- 
ture is the beſt interpreter of ſcripture, : : 
L—eeet us then proceed to enquice at the * Law and the 
Teſtimoay' how theſe terms are uſed and applied,--- 
Pſalms, in the common acceptation of the word, in 
ſeripture, meanfcompoſitions on ſpiritual ſubjects, chief -· 
ly penned by David. that ſweet ſinger in Iſrael: hence 
a great number of them bear this tittle, A pfalm of 
« David” Hymns are applied to pat of the pſalms ; 
ſuchas theſe whieh celebrate the perfections of God, or 
ſuch as were picked out for ſpecial occaſions, as the 
HALLEL, * thoſe degrees, and tor every day. Thus 
word is uſed in the hiſtory of Chriſt's celebrating the laſt 
paſſover with his diſciples, © And when they had ſung 
: | = 15 | . 
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soi differant hymni a pſalmis, & quid rurſum pſalmi 
a canticis diſſicile eſt certa definitione tradere. Calvin. 
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an Hymn, they went out unto the mone of Olives */* 
How ſtrong is the reaſonings and pious the reffections 
of that learned antiquarian, Dt Lightfoot on this paſ- 
ſage! We cannot paſs over this, without delivering his 
ſentiments in his own words, as they are ſo very appoſite. 
What hymn did Chriſt and his apoſtles ſing? The 
« yery ſame that every company did, viz. the great 
« HALLEL, as it was called, which began at the cxiti 
ce pſalm, and ended at the cxviii.---- No expoſitor but 


44 grants this, and no reaſon to the contrary; for Chriſt 


cc comphed with all the rites of the paſſover, and ſtart- 
ted not aſide from them in this. Here the Lord of 


c David fings the pſalms of David. What Chriſt ſaith 


by way of poling, If David in the Spirit call him 


Lord, how is-he his ſon ?? We may ſay the like by 
„ wayof admiration, If David in the ſpirit call him Lord 


how did he deſcend to make uſe of his poetry? What 
« ſays cur caviller now? Set forms are too ſtrait for the 


Spirit. He that had the ſpirit above meaſure, thinks 
* not ſo, but uſeth ſuch. He that gave the Spirit to 
. *« compoſe, ſings what he compoſed. That all- bleſſed 
- & copy of peace and order, would have indited himſelf, 


% could have inſpired every diſciple to have been a Da- 


4 vid, but ſubmits to order which God had appointed, 
- © {ings the pſalms of David, and tenders the peace of 
4 the church. and takes the fame courſe the whole 


& church did +.”--- By * ſpiritual ſongs' ſome underſtand 
other parts of ſcripture, called ſongs, | beſides David's 


| pſalms, ſuch as the ſong of Moſes,*Exod. xv. and Deut. 


Mat. xxvi. 30. This hymn is thonght to be the lat- 


ter part of tte great Hallelujah conſiſting of the cxiiith, 


and the five following pſalms; and was uſually ſung, 
partly before, and partly after the paſchal ſupper, _ 
Wait's goſpel hiſtory, page 452. 
+ Lightfoot's works, vol. 11. 1160. „ 


\ 


(n) ng 


& +510 of Deborah and Barak; Judges v. of * ER 
Zecharias, Lake i. 67. and the Lamentations of Jeremi- 
ah. Bat in regatd theſe are not inſertrd in the book'of . 
Pſalms, nor do we find that they were ſang in the jew- 
ih church, and in regard the pfalms of David contain 
ſuch a ſweet variety ſuitable to every caſe, and in the 


New Teſtament are called The book of pfalms“ Luke 


xx. 42. Acts i, 20. which title is given to no other part 
of ſcripture, we humbly apprehend, that David's ſongs 


are only intended here. We are not ignorant, that turn- 


lag other ſcripture-ſang s into metre, with a view of in- 
troducing them into he wotſhip of God, was in con- 
templation. but not executed; by the.church of Scotland 
in the ſecond period of reformation "7 and moſt allow, 


that if adding theſe to our pfalms, was all the alteration 
which is contended for by ſome, much of our reaſon- 
ing on this ſubje& would be of no force, and probably 


our pains altogether ſpared. 

Spiritual ſongs, we preſume, mean thoſe pſalms which 
bear the title of Songs, as many of them do: the apoſtic 
might well call them ſongs, ſince David himſelf did ſo: 


one is called A pſalm or ſong,” Pial. xcii. another © A 
«ſong or pſalm,” Pſal. cviii. © Yea, many of the pſalms | 


may be called Spiritual Songs, aceording to Calvin's ex· 


plication, 'They are called Spiritual, for the reaſons gi- 


ven by Dr Edwards, and becauſe they are oppolite to 
the carnal] ſongs of the profane. | 
HFaving attempted to explain the terms in their ſcrip- 
tural ſenſe, we ſhall now proceed to ſpeak more parti- 
cularly on this head; . And here we are led to make the 
following' obſervations: 
Firſt that we ought to have a White. concern about 


one 8 — intereſts : We are ee to 


5 PR 5 7. teach 
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" teach and admeniſh one another; thus to copy. * 
Chriſt's example, * in having compaſſion on the igno- 
rant, and them that are out of the way, Heb v. 2, 
Bar to perform this much neglected duty is a ſucceſſ- 
fal manner, it is neceſſary that we ourſelves be full of 

© goodnels, filled with all knowledge, able to admoniſh 


| © one another,” Rom. xv, 14. That it really be an evil 


for which we admoniſh our brother, Eli admonzſhed 
Hannah for drunkenneſs, when ſhe was only overwhel- 
med with ſorrow of heart, 1 Sam. i. 14. 19. To ad- 


moniſh a perſon with a fault of whick he is innocent, 


is like running a lancet into ſound fleſh, -iaſtead of a 


boil, that never fails to occaſion preſept and after pain. 


| That it be done ſeaſonably; ſometimes ſudden reproofs 
have ſtru@ ſinners with conviction, but they often only 


= „ In this age when people are ſo much under 


the baleful influence of pride, if they are reproved in 


company, they are apt to think, that difparagement, ra- 


ther than reformation is intended, and hence will not 


hereby be reclaimed. Some will confeſs theſe faults in 
private, which pride will prompt them to juſtify before 
a company. That it be performed with prudence this 
is abſolutely neceſſary for enabling us to diſtinguiſh the 


ſtations and diſpoſitions of mankind: The apoſtle Paul 


gives us a direction, which clearly ſhews the neceffity 
© him as 2 father, and the younger men as brethren,” 
of the perſon whom we admoniſh: ſome are like houſes 


covered with tile, that will not kindle tho? a fire-brand 
fall on them; but, others are like theſe covered with 


ſtraw, ready to catch fire by every ſpark; ſome like 
therns that may be handled without harm, provided 


it be done with care; but if with roughneſs, they will 


ot this diſtinction ; Rebuke not an elder, but entreat 


1 Tim. v. 1 We muſt alſo conſider well the diſpoſition . 


1 % 


fetch blood, * And of ſome have compaſſion making a 


"08 difference,” 


— - 


6 


im) 


A difference; jude 2 22. And love ſhould appear eminently. 
_* .i*the whole; -admoniſhing a brother, is, © taking the 
mote out of his eye, Mat. vii. 5. which muſt be done 


with the greateſt tendexne(s: when we lay aſide viru- 


lence, and admoniſh with an ai of compaſſion and re- 
gard, we will be ſure not to gall if we de not gain an 
offender. Thou ſhalt not hate chy brother in thine 
heart; thou ſbalt/in-any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour 
and not ſuffer ſin upon him, Levit. xix. 17. Bur alas! 
Aheſe are methods little purſued by the profeſſorsot re- 
ligion in this age: inſtead of them, molt people flatter 
to the face and revile one another behind their backs, 
which 1 is acting a cruel ard an unchriſtian part. 


Secondly, That this duty of © reaching” and admo- 
_ wiſhing one another” is performed by judicious worthip- 


ers, in the exerciſe of ſingiug eng This obferva- 
sion ariſes from the manner in which our Apôoſtle ex- 
preſſeth himſelf in the text: he ſaith not © teaching and 


2dmoviſhing one another” from Pſalms, as in ſome other 


places of ſcripture, (Acts viii. 35 and chap. xxviii. 35) 
ut in them. This ordinance agrees in ſeveral reſpects 
with the reading and preaching of the word, for the 
book of Pſalms contains a great variety of neceſſary cau- 
tions and admonitions, which the pious worſhippers in 
the act of fioging direct to each other. In this manner 
divine grace enables them to enkindle, in each other's 
beart, a flame of love; reciprocally they enliven their 
zeal, and ſtir up one another 10 e God „ 


: e Thirdly, 


+ * The breath of praiſe mutually fans one ano- 
e ther's ſouls; kindles a divine heat, and blows it up 
*f into a flame; and ſo every one contributes ſome- 
„ thing, to another's- good, and receives Tome help 
'F* from every other.” 


þ HARRI 85 on che excelleney of bci 


— — — 
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- Thirdly; That * praiſe to God is Th 1 
is the New Teftament church as well as it was in the 
Jewiſh, This ordinance ſeems evident from the very 
light of nature, and hence it was performed by Hea- 
thens to their deities f. Suck Heathens will riſe up 
in the judgment with the men of this generation, who 
refuſe this piece of adoration to the Lord. This ordi- 
nanace belonged not to the ceremonial law, for it was 
. celebrated by Moſes and the Iſraelites at their red-ſea 
deliverance, (Exo. xv.) before the promutgation of this 
law; and it was eſteemed more excellent than any of 
the ritual inſtitutions; hence ſaith the Pſalmiſt, * I wil 
« praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and will magnify 
bi with thankſgiving. This alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
© better chan an ox or bullock that hath horns and hoos - _. 
Pl. Ixix. 30, 31. By this ordinance we profeſs our love 
| to, and confidence in God, yea we acknowlege him as 
| -, Worthy of all adoration; theſe are duties of the moral 4 
law, and. therefore, muſt have a place in the Chriſtian —& _ 
church, as well as in the Jewiſh. Much is ſaid in the. _ 
New Teſtament 0 wart ant this duty; Chriſt vindicated |} 
the multitude, in praiſing God with a loud voice, at 
bis triumphant entry into Jeruſalem, Luke xix. 37, 30. 3 
g H. and his diſciples ſang an hyma' at the celebrauou 1 
of the laſt paſſover, Mark xiv, 26. Paul and Silas, at \ 
midnight prayed and ſung praiſes unto God, and the 7 
© priſoners heard them, Acts xvi 25 Add to all, that 4 
we have ſundry precep*'s which expreſsl y require it :--, — 


5 peaking to ä in pf als, and hymns; and ſpi- 
s 
ritual a AF 
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+ Plutarch ſays, that 3 and muſic, among the = 7 
ancient Greeks, were wholiy employed in the worſhip @ 
of their gods; and laments their profanation aud a- 
buſe in latter times, when they were brought iato the 


theatre. |: . : E " 


— —ĩ—ͤ — Aer 


— 


"4 
e A" ues 2 — 2 


L. ö 2 . 


—S M2 


r en W. . 5 
n 4 * 


Abo. 
* 


RR EC. 
1 * 


AR 4A 3 
8 F a oy RY N 5. e * P 
N * 
— „ . rr 
SH 
2 
oY 


* 
8 p 
* % "Sn . 7 
\ 15 . K ( = a 1 


2 tua ſongs, finging and making melody in your heart 
* tothe Lord, Epbeſ. v. 19. Inſtead of exceſs in jollity | 


de apoſtle” James directs us to praiſe God. ls any a- 


mong you afflicted? Let him pray: is any among you | 


© merry? Let him ſing pſalms, James v. 13: 


__ It is trifling in the matters of God to allege as ſome _ 
do, that this duty is recommended only to them who are 


Merry; for then it would follow that prayer is a duty 


pointed out only to them who are AﬀiQted It is no 
Jeſs abſurd in others to inſiſt that ſinging the prailes of 
God in Chriſtian worſhip ſhould be as well laid aſide as 
muſical inſtruments. The reaſon is plain, becauſe the 
former is a duty of the moral law, whoſe obligation can 
never be cancelled, the latter of the ceremonial, which 
is Dow abrogated. Neither does it appear, that theſe in- 


ſtruments of muſic were uſed in the ſynagogue, which 
reſembled the manner_of worſhip performed in Chrif- 


tian aſſemblies much more than the temple ſervice did. 
Moreover, it might as well be alleged, that the exer- 
ciſe of prayer ſhould be laid afide, in New Teſtament 


worthip, fince we offer not incenſe, which accompanied 


it in the temple, Luke i. 10. But, finally, it is a mete 


ſophiſtical objection againſt this duty, That in prayer 
we confeſs ourſelves guilty of ſome of theſe fins which 


we were praiſing God for pardoning immediately be- 
fore. Surely we may ſing what does not immediately 
belong to our cafe, and may praiſe God for redeeming. 
others from the ſins under which we yet groan; this 


may ſtrengthen our 'faith in the redemption from our 


fins alſo, and excite us highly to eſteem this glorious 


privilege. But objections of this kind do not properly 


fall under our conſideration in this diſcourſe ; — we, 


therefore, proceed to obſerve, -_ - 
Fourthly, That the pfalms, bymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs' which are contained iu the book of pialms, were 
| Ea | all 


w 


*. 


E „„ 
all wrote under the influences of the Holy Ghoſt, as 2 
ſpirit of iafÞiratioa. They are a ſtream flowing from | 
the ſame fountain of goodneſs, with the other parts ok 
divine revelation. A- ſtream which for many ages has 
been running. for the ref:eſhment of the Lord's vine- 
yard. They bear the ſame lignatures of divine revela- c 
tion which are ſtamped on all the parts of ſacred ſcrip- = 
ture. Yea, tho' all the parts of Gad s word are fo very © 
11tuitrious, like the rays of the Sun, that it would be 
dangerous to attempt drawing a line of diſtinction be- 
) tw en them; yet ſuch excelleney and ſweetneſs has the 
book of pfalms *, that Luther uſed to call it © The little © 
| © Bible, and ſummary of the Old Teſtament.” How ex- 5 
 ecllent and ſweet is this book which draws us from con- 
verſe with men and things, by directing us to commu» - -.4 
nion with God in his ſanctuary, and to ſolace our ſon's 
in himſelf! This is to be in the mount with God, and 
We do not underſtand ourſelves aright if we do not fay _ 
with the diſciples, * Lord it is good for us to be here,“ 
Mart. xvii. 4. No book of ſcripture is more belpful to 
| the devotion of ſaints than this; it has been ſo in aas - 
ges ſince ever it was written, and the ſeveral parts of x 
are addreſſed to the chief muſician” for the ſervice of 
the church, Inſtead of excluding any part of David's 
pſalms from the worthip of God, we ſhould rather with 
picaſure reflect, that in ſinging them, we offer to Gol | 
the (ame praiſes which were offered to him in the days Ra 
of David, and other godly kings of Judah. - Yea, ſuch 
perfection is in theſe lacred poems, that they never wil 
| turn thread-bare; and ſo replete ire they nd comfort, 
| 1 they can never be . 8 Fifthly, N 
[5 | 
| * Licet omues Scriptura divina, Dei gratiam ſpiret: 
| precip ramen dulcis pſalmorum liber © Ambroſe, + _ þ 
|,» $ See Me tlenry's preface to his commentary on T9. Þ 
| book of Pſalms, X 


* 


wy 18 = 
» Fifthly,” That in Goging the pſalms of David, it was 
never intended we ſhould apply every paſſage of them 
to ourſelves. If this obſervation is not attended to, we [ 
cannot ſing © with underſtanding,” yea, many places we || 
cannot {ing at all; and the Jewiih church could not | 
Qtherwiſe have ſung with propriety. Sometimes the 
Paſſage may not ſuit our age; as, 1 have been young 
and pow am old,” &c. Pſal. xxxvii 25, In other places I 
frames oppotite to ours may be ex preſſed, as when one l 
rgoicing in the Lord ſings, Thy wrath lieth hard u- 
pon me. While I ſaffer thy terrors 1 am diſtracted, | 
Pf, Ixxxiii, 7. 15. Nor can we in the literal ſenſe apply | 
theſe paſſages which reſpe& the Moſaic inſtitutions :-»— — | 
Bind the facrifice with cords, even unto the horns of 
the altar, PC. cxviii, 27. The rule to guide us in fing- | 
ing many of David's pialms, i is, That we fing them | 
* with the ſame frame of mind in which we ought to 
© read them, and expreſs theſe acts of faith which are 
5 agreeable to the goſpel. diſpenſation.” Sometimes we 
are to conſider the ſubject- matter of them, as contain» 
ing an account of theſe providences which we are liable 
to, rather than theſe we are preſently under; and to im- 
prove them ſo as to excite thoſe graces which ought to | 
be exerciſed in like circumſtances, when it ſhall pleaſe | 
God to place us in them. And, indeed, if this rule is 
not admitted, many of the pſalms muſt be excluded ö 
from being read as well as from being ſung in the wor- | 
thip of God; for the ſame devout affections are neceſ= | 
ſary for the one which are for the other. 1 
Sixthlh, That the pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual 
| ſongs,” which the Holy Ghoſt has indited, and not hu- 
man compoſures ſhould alone be the ſubj ect matter of 
our praiſes, This being the leading . we propoſed 
to eſtabliſh by this diſcourſe, we crave your patience, 


while we offer the following things, for 1 ite illuſtration : 
| iſt, The 
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1 a There axe various paſſages i in o the book of Pſalms? 
which feem to ſhew, that:it was intended by the Spirit 
for New Teſtament times. Hence, the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Pf, iii. 9. 1 will praiſe thee for ever, becauſe thou haſt 
done it, But 1 will declare for ever, I will fing praiſes 
* to the God of Jacob, Pl. Ixxv. 9. We will ſhew forth 
0 thy praiſes to all generations, Pf. Ixxix. 13. I will ſing 
of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth 


„Pf. Ixxxix. 1. This ſhall be written for the generati- 
* on to come; and the people which ſhall be created, 


death, {Pſal. xxii.) reſurrection, (Pla] xvi. 10.) and aſ- 
| cenſion, (Pſal. xlvii, 5. and Ixviii 18.) are ſpoken of as 


eated in the New Teſtament, (viz. Pial, xcy. repeated 
in Heb. iii. and iv chapters.) another js quoted and ap- 


IM plied to the ſtate of the Chriſtian church at that time, 


(Pal. xliv. 22. cited Rom. viii 36.) aud the Prophets 
| ſpake of * ſongs of praiſe” being offered to the Lord by 


Wl 5 Gentiles when brought into a church ſtate. From 
| the uttermoſt parts of the carth have we heard longs, _ 
| and even glory to the righteous, Iſa. xxiv. 16, Let 


3 = | © the 


* Here th judicious Mr Henry thus comments, 

te J will bleſs thee for ever and ever.“ This ! intimates, 
1. That he reſolved to continue in the work to the end 
of his life, throughout his EVER in this world 2. 


4 Phat the'pſalms. he penned ſhould be made uſe of. 


« in praifiog God by the church to the * of time,” 
2 Chronthians xXx; 30. 


6 a 
1 W 22 
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« will 1 make known thy faithfulneſs to all generations, 


« thal} praiſe the Lord, Pf. cii. 18. 1 will extol thee, my 

l God, O King, and Iwill bleſs thy name for ever and 

| 0 W Pſ. exlv. 1*. Not only ſo, but there are Pſalms 
|. Which ſeem to have been penned with a direct view to 
the times of the Meſſiah, as when his Ife, (Pal: Ixix.) 


events already paſt. One of the Pialms is almoſt re- 
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«he wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift up their voice, 


' © the villages that Kedar doth inhabit; Let the iuhabi- 


© tants of the rock ſing, let them ſhout from the top of 
© the mountaias.. Let them give glory unto the Lord, 


and declare his praiſe in the Iſlands,” Iſa x ii. 11, 12. 


2dly, We have no command in « the New Teſtament 


For altering -* the Pſalms of David.” under the 8 


cf making them more ſuitable to chriſtian worſhip; or 
ta compoſe others to be put in their place, To turn the 


Pfalms into metre is not altering their meaning more 


than a juſt tranſlation of the Old and New Teſtament' 


is a new Bible. In the light of divine revelation, we 
may preſume to ſay, That had Chriſt, the alone King 


and Head of his church, deemed the Pſalms of David 
unſuitable-for that worſhip which he has inſtituted in 


her, he would have directed his Apoſtles to accommo- 


date theſe unto her ſpiritual nature, or inſpired thoſe 


men to write in their ſtead other Pſalms which breathe 
more of the ſpirit of the goſpel; and they in writing ſo 
-much agaiaſt retaining ritual obſervaaces would have 
hiated ſomething about the impropriety of ſinging theſe 


Pſalms. But fo far is it from any of theſe being the 
caſe, that we find the Apoſtles highly efteemed, and 
Frequently quoted, the Pſalms as the ofacles of God,” 


And nothing is to be admitted into his worſhip but 
What has the ſanction of his divine authority. But 


in vain they do worſhip me, teaching for docti ines 


5 the commandments of men, Mat xv, 9. As Moſecs 


Vas admoniſhed of God, when he was about to make 
© the tabernacle. For ſee, ſaith he, that thou make all 
© things according to the rare chewed to thee in the 


„mount, Heb. viii. 5 


Zdly, We have no exam ple i in the New 8 


to authoriſe that alteration, in * the Pſalms of David;“ 
Which! is contended for, We mult allow, that ſcriptore 
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examples carry with them ſometimes the weight of a 
command: Hence our grand 'authority for obſerving 


the Sabbath on the firſt day of the week, is derived 


from the practice of the Apoſtles, and firſt Chriſtians, 


who ſtatedly met together for public worſhip on that 
day: But no ſuch example can be produced for altering : 


© the Pſalms.“ We have already attempted to thew that 


the HYMN which Chriſt and his apoſtles ſang. at cele= . 


brating the paſſover and the Lord's ſupper, was part of 
David's Pſalms; and that theſe are only intended by 


the pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs' which ars 


mentioned in the epiſtles of Paul Wb <0; 


The ſentiments of the laborious Mr Baxter are ſo 
much to our purpoſe we cannot paſs them by: They 
are ſo convincing that they mult have weight with all; 
and we would hope that they will have great authority 
with thoſe who are agreed with him in his latitudina- 


pentance as the conditions of it: In his Eceleſiaſtical 

Caſes of Conſcience, Queſt. 124. is propoſed, thus: 

ils it lawful to uſe David's pſalms iu our aſſemblies? 
© Anf, Yes: iſt, Chriſt uſed them at his laſt ſupper; 


© as is moſt probable; and he ordinarily joined with 


the Jews that uſed them, and ſo did the Apoſtles, 
2. It is law ful to read or ſay them ; therefore, alſo, 


0 to ſing them; ſor ſaying and finging difference not | 


the main end. Bs | 
23. They are ſuitable to our caſe, and were the li- 


© turgy of the Jewiſh church, not on a ceremonial ac- 


© count, but for that fitneſs which is common to us 
© with them.” 


4 We are commanded in the New Teſtament to 
fing pſalms; and we are not ordered to compoſe new 
5 | 1 FR ones 5 
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rian notions of church cgmmunion, and his doQrines - 
he goſpel, being a new law, requiring faith and re- 
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” We are not ae here, ſome do plead; * 
David's Pſalms are made more agreeable to the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, when they are cited in the New Teſta- 
ment: (Plal. cxviti. 26. is cited Luke xix. 37, 38. Plal. 
ii. 2, 3. cited Acts iv. 23, 24.) They muſt be ignorant” - | 
indeed, who cannot account for this alteration io ano- 
ther manner. The idioms of the Hebrew and Greek 
languages coofiderably differ; and the more literal the: 
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manded to ſing plalms And if it be lawful to ſing 
_ pfalms of our own or our neighbours making, much 
more of God's making by his Spirit in his Prophets. 
Object. They are not ſuitable to all our caſes, nor: 


© to all the aſſembly. | : 
' © Anſ-r. We may uſe them in that meaſure of ſuit- | 


© ableneſs to our caſes which they have. You may join 
with a man in prayer, who expteſſes half of your 
© wants, though he expreſſes not all. Elle you mult 
LT join with no man in the world. 

© 2. If ungodly men are preſent -when the faithful 
© {peak to God, muſt we not ſpeak our proper e. ſe be- 5 
Fc:uſe they are preſent ? The miniſter in church- al- 
© miniſtrations ſpeaketh principally in the name of the 
faithful, and not of hypocrites. ' Muſt he leave out of | 
© his prayers; all that is proper for the godly, merely 
s becauſe ſome wicked men are there. No more muſt 
© the church do in finging unto God, | 

© 3. They that cannot ſpeak every word in a pſalm, | 

© juſt as their own caſe, may yet ſpeak i it as inſtructive; | 
* otherwiſc they might not ſing or ſay it. | | 

But the ſectarian objections againſt ſingiag Da- 2 
-yid's Plalms are fo frivolous, that 1 will not tire the | 
© reader with any mote. Baxter s practical woiks, - | 


vol. I. page . 


| 
ones; nor can every perſon make pſalms who is com- 
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and adapting -it-alfo-more to the ſpirit of the goſpel; fot 
the ſame liberty is taken in quoting it in the New Teſta⸗ 
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tranſlation is from the one language into the other, the 
greater will be the alteration in words. Moreover, the 
quotations from the Old Teſtament which we have in 
the New, were taken from the Septuagint tranſlation; 


then generally read in the Jewiſh ſynagogues, becauſe 
beſt underſtood. But if this exception has any weight, 
it is in favour of altering the Old Teſtament altogether, 


4 


ment 5 As is uſed with the pſalms; aud thus We ſhall 


| have a new Bible, ſuitable for our new Pſalm-book . 
95 $575 +” 8 T 


* See Luke iv. 18, 19. Adds vii. with Henry's obs 
ſervation on verſe 1. alſo chap. viii. 32, 33 $+-:1 


1 © We come now to the matter to be ſung. There 


© are very few who allow ſinging to be an ordinance, that 


u will deny it to be our duty to ſing the pſalms of David 
and other ſpiritual ſongs, Which we frequently meet 


with in ſcripture. Some, indeed, have conteſted the 


d expediency of a Chriſtian afſembly's making uſe of ſe- 


veral Old Teſtament phraſes, that are contained there- 


in. And others bave alleged, that the phraſe ought to 


be altered in many inſtances (eſpecially in thoſe which 


©. * have a peculiar reference to the Pialmilt's perſonal cir- 
cum ſtances) and others ſubſtituted in their room, which 


© are matter of univerſal experience But this argument 


ill appear to have leſs weight in it; inaſmuch as all 


the arguments, that are brought in defence of making 


© theſe alterations in the book of Pſalms, as they are to 
be fung by us, will equally hold good, as applicable to 


© the ordinance of-reading them, and it may be, will as 
* mmuch-evince the neceſſiiy of altering the phraſeof ſcrip- 
« ture, in ſeveral other parts thereof, as well as in theſe. 
For it will follow f rom thence, that if ſome pſaims are 
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And, indeed, ſomething of this kind is already emp- 


. ted, with regard to — New Teſtament f. To deter 
trom all ſuch preſumptuous attempts, the canon of ſcrip- 


ture is ſhut up with awful ſolemnity. For l teſtify un- 
© to every man that heareth the words of the prophecy. 
© of this book, If any man ſhall add unte theſe things, 


God ſhall add unto him the plagues that are written 


in this book: And if any man ſhail take away from tbe 


6 words of the book of this prophecy, God ſhall take 


© away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are written in 


© this book, Rev. xxii. 18, 19, Amidſt the many at- 
. tempts made to weaken the authority of ſcripture, and 
the ſchemes which have a tendency this way, it is con- 
folatory to reflect on our having God's promiſe, that bis 
word fhall never be deſtroyed, or any part of it loſt.--- 
For verily I ſay unto you, Till heaven-and earth paſs, 
© one jot, or one title ſhall in go wiſe paſs from the law, 
© till all be fulfilled,” Mat. v. 8. 


" gthly, The pſalms of David are a bleſſed mean of e- 


dification to the church of Chriſt ; and, therefore, it is 


dangerous to attempt making altera 108! in them. We 
1 | | ; a 2 k . OE La 85 : may == 
© not to be ſung by a Chriſtian aſſembly, in the words 1 
in which they were at firſt delivered, and conſequently | 
are not to be read by them ; becauſe the phraſe thereof 


_— 


© is Not agreeable to the ſtate of the Chriſtian church'; 

© and, therefore; it is to be altered when applied to our 
. © preſent uſe; the ſame may be ſaid concerning other 
* parts of ſcripture; and then the word of God, as it ws 

at firſt given to us, is no more to be read. than to be ſong 


0 by us,” Ridgley' 8 885 of i p. 572. Glaſ. ag 


+ The book referred to is, Harwood liberal anda. 
tion of the yew Teſtament, - 


. 
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ſung with the greateſt emotion of ſpirit by the martyrs, © 


— 


0 25 i 3 
may expect the bleſog of God on what his spirit how 85 
indited, and none can tell the number of men and wo- 


men, to whom the Lord has bleſſed this part of his word 


for their edification, The Pſalms have been ſung and 
read with great devotion in all ages of the church, the 


. 5 words of the prophet have to ſome been like fiery darts 


which wound the ſoul, and then like balm which com- 5 


municates a divine ſweetneſs and healing vir tue there- 


unto 9 They have been a mean of comforting the peo—ʒ 
ple of God in their. greateſt diſcouragements. When 
the good but timerous Mglan&hon was caſt down with 


| - the gloomy aſpect of things, at the dawn of the refor- 


mation, the renowned and heroic Luther uſed to cheary 
him up, and faid, “Come let us ſing the forty-ſixth 
plalm,& let earth & hell do their worſt ” theyhave been 


o 


when encountering death in all its horrors. Theſe 
heroes of our religion, like the dying ſwan did ſing in 


the moſt melodious manner at their death; and their 
triumphant ſinging th&* pfaims of David,” was imme 
diately ſucceeded by-tke © ſong of Moſes and the Lamb.“ 


Sthly. To diſpute the propriety of ſinging the plalms | 


of David in Chriſtian worſhip, is deviating from the 
-* footſteps of the flock.” It is true, the practice of the 


Chriſtian church, in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, lies 
in a great meaſure hid in the impenetrable ſhades of. 
antiquity; yet we may learn from the page of hiſtory,” 
that her external peace, and connexions with this wor id, 

by too natural a conſequence, gradually led her from her. 


original purity and ſimplicity; this need not ſa: priſe us 
. . en 


$ Au ouſtioe, in his retirement ES his baptiſin,.”- 
uſed to i and ſing the pſalms of David in this man- 

ner, and they had this deſireable effect. 
See the lives of the primitive fathers, p. a0: 


6 ĩ é 

[ When within half a century paſt, we fee ſuch an altera- 
3 tion in the religious profeſſion and praftice of © fome 
; C Churches,” However, it appears that the fathers did not 
3 deem the pſalms of David unſuitable for Chriftian wor- 


Have any of the words of the pſalms, which may appear 
18 ſimple, changed, under -pretence of making them more 
bf > __elegant*, Another of the fathers, who was a cotem- 
porary with Athanaſius, thus exprefſeth hirhſelf, © The 
© book of palms is a compendium of all divinity; 2 
© common ſhop of medicines for the ſoul; an univerſal 
« ftore-houſe of good doctrines, profitable to every one 
ii all conditions +.” | | | | | 
We muſt yield to the current of ancient hiſtory, that 
in the courſe of three centuries, human eompoſures 
25 | | | | were 
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i a 


- # Dupin's hiſt. of ecclelaſtical writers, v, II. p 45, 46 


2 


 dicle Pſalmod 7 


4 J. 


were ſung i in the worſhip of God, as well as David's 


pſalms +; but theſe were concomitants, if not ſourees 


of that corruption t, which did confiderably acccterate- 
that deformation in the church, which brought forth 


* the whore of Babylon.” To plead for human conipo- 
ſures being admitted into the worſhip of God, from 
their being aſed in the ancient apes of Chriſtianity, 
will equally conclude in favours of inſtrumenta} muſic, 


which was admitted about the ſame period h. A time of 
deadne(s in religion i? the ordinazy period of a church's 
_ decleofion from the purity, of her worſhip: Men then 
forgetting the command of God, think of gratifying 


their own fancies, * But I fear, Icft by any means, as 
© the 1 80 beguiled Eve, thro” his ſubtility, ſo your 
minds ſhoold be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is 
in Chriſt,” 2 Cor. xi. 3. This is a favourable juncture 


for the dewil to exert himſelf, when a church is in & 
' lumbering conditien, * But while men ſlept, his e- 
- © nemy came, and ſowed tears among the whear, and 
© went kis way, Mat. xiii. 25. 


The pſalms of David were vaiverfally ſung iv all the 


; Proteſtant churches in Europe, till they began to de- 
celine from their original purity; and ia ſuch of them 


as human compoſures are admitted to be ſung ia pu- 


5 lic worſhip,” it is not on this foot that David $ Pſalms 


C2 „„ are 


+ Tertulian writes, That after the celebration of he 
Lord's ſupper, every one ſung an hymn out of the Bidle, 


or of his own compoſing. 
Paulus Samoſutenes appointed women on Eafter= 


day, in the middle of the church, to ſing pſalms in his 


own praiſe. Act. concil. Antioch. apud Euſeb. lib. vil 
chap. xxxix. page 281. 
5 See Broughton's Hiſtorical DiRionar in the ary 


. s L We - a> Py 4 a2 EY ms 
: e NN by * 1 f a b 6 * . - n 
f ds 0.3» ah N e Nr 8 n yy 0 e eee 
1 5 ” * er * s — 2 „ 8 * L , - — ——_ a - ö 


a vant ae; —— 


(4 


AS 
* mn e 
«. OT OE "ne" 4 if a * * 


of 


- 
eee r 
1 * * 4 , 
” : 


. ee. 


628) 
dre unſuitable for : New Teſtament times.“ The advo- 
"Cates for maſſacring David's Pſalms when it ſerves a 


| Purpoſe, - give them many fine appellations, and declare 


that they read them as a ſacred treaſure of inſtruction 


more than any book in the Old Teſtament; but this on- 


Iy reſembles the crocodiles tears, or like * Joab aſking 


Amaſa if he was in health, and while he © took him by 


the beard to kiſs him, he ſmote him under the fifth 4 
that he died,” 2 Sam. xx 9, 10 Seveting from David's 


Palms ſuch parts as the variable humours of men ſhall 


deem unſuitable for goſpel worſhi p. is the way to give 


the whole a deadly blow; like cutting a living creature 
An two, each part will ſeem at firſt to preſerve ſome re- 


mains of life. but in a ſhort time both will totally ex- 
pire. We cannot finiſh this point better than by adop- 
ting the words of a learned and ancient commentator : 
© David by manifold © pfalms and hymns, and ſpiritual 
© ſongs,” ſet forth the praiſes of God, his own faith in 


* his word, exerciſc and delight in bis law, with narra- 


tions of God's former and preſent mercies, and pro- 
© miſes of future graces to be fulfilled in Chriſt; whom 


he (being a Prophet) knew that he ſhould be of the 


©« fruit of his loins, concerning the fleſh, and ſhould fit 
© upon his throne: wheſe incarnation, aMictions. death, 
© rxeſurtection, aſcenſion, and eternal glorious kingdom 
c and prieſthood, he ſang by the ſpirit, with ſuch. hea- 
© venly melody as may not only delight, but draw into 


© admiration every underſtanding heart, and comfort the 
© afflited ſoul, with ſuch conſolation as David himielf 
4 was comforted of the Lord. And theſe his Pialms 


© have ever ſince by the church of Iſrael, and by Chriſt 


- © and his Apoſtles, and by the faints in "All ages been 


received and honoured as the oracles of God, cited for 
confirmation of true religion,” © and ſupg in the pu- 


2 blic allemblies as in God's tabernacle and temple, 


—— 


- 8 + 7, wane 


1 


(Dk 22 


60 when they fang praiſe unto the Lord with the were, 15 


„ David and of Aſaph the Seer“ 
' Gthly, To altar the pialms of David from their ori- 


42 


ginal ſenſe; or to ſubſtitute human compoſitions in their 


room, © in Chriſtian worſhip' is productive of © dange- 
rous conſequences.” Allow me to point out a few of. 
theſe, and leave your own minds to ſuggeſt many more. 


1. This has a tendency to weaken the authority 6f 


David's pſalms. It is natural for people to have a light 


opinion of the pſalms when they hear them branded 
with a number of contemptuous epithets f. Will any 


be much awed: ey what is oppoſite to the ſpirit of the. 
goſpel? But obje 


ions of — ſort equally — againſt 
+ at 


N Ainſworth's Preface to his Antotations of the 
book of Pſalms. 


+ The advocates for new # ris 10 order to obtains 
an excluſion of David's Pſalms from God's worſhip or- 


dinarily call them Jewiſh pſalms. Some of them are 
blaſphemouſty denominated © David's curfing Pſalms--- 
pſaſmsꝰ which expreſs only the language of a fugitive, 


ſhepherd, captain. a Jewiſh king and muſician: pſalms?. 
which lead us blind-fold over the river Jordon, thro? 


© the land of Gebal, Ammon and Amalek, unto the 
* ftrong city, and thence unto Edom ; thro? the valley of 
© Baca, and into Jeruſalem;' there to wait on the court 


of burnt-offeriogs; ; confined to the drudgery of © bind- - 


ing ſacrifices with cords. to the horns of the altar. - 
Pſalms foreign to any perſon but David, and could not 
even be deſigned for the ſtated: worſhip of the Jews. 
Yea, they are called © weak and heggarly elements. 


Such language from the mouths of them who profeſs 
to believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta» 


ments to be the oaly rule of faith and obedience; muſt 
appear very ſtrange, and deſerves the thanks of Deilts. 
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- Mf the Old Teſtament, and have a native tendency s 
ſtrengthen the cauſe of Deiſm. What is ſaid againſt 
the pſalms of David is ſpoken againſt © the Holy Ghoft 
who —_ by the mouth of David, Acts i. 16. Doubt- 
leſs it would be employing time and talents to better 
purpoſe, in attempting a reformation. of many things ia 
the church rather than in the pſalms of the Spirit's in- 
_ Giting. : The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
* ſout: The teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe 
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the awple,” of. xix 7. RC 
2. If David's pſalms are to be ſung, only as mang- 
led according to the pleaſure of men: or if chey are to / 
de altogether excluded, and human compoſures put inan 
their room; none can tell what will be at laſt ſung in 1 
» worſhiping aſſemblies.“ 1 ſpeak of theſe churches inn 
which theſe things are looked on as matters of indiffe- 
rence; Where people are allowed to uſe what pſalms or 
. hymns they pleafe, and thus to act as the children of 
Hrael in the days of the Judges, when every man, did 
© that which was right in his own eyes,” Judges xvii. 6, 
After all the members that are ſevered from the body of 
the pſalms, ſome new refiners may be for cutting away 
part of the remainder, under pretence of their bein 
_ alſo unſuitable for goſpel worſhip, Confidering the ma- 
ny poets, and poetaſters, in the world, we know what 
will. be ſung in place of David's Pſalms, if once ex- 

_ eluded, The practice already introduced of miniſterg 
compoſing Hymns which compriſe the heads of their 
ſermon will more generally ſpread : Many of us are 
-Hut poor preachers, but would make worſe poets. —— 

Heads of families will make * hymns and ſpiritual ſoogs* 
which they may reckon ſuitable to the ſtate of their bh | 

milies. In one church we ſhall have one ſett of ſuch 

fongs, a different one in another: Our Pſalms and An- 

 _ hems will at laſt become more voluminous 2 W 
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Bible, and more frequently read which is already be. 
come lamentably true, with reſpect to ſome * deludes_ 
Sectaries.“ Sueb diſorders began even in the apoſtolic 


age, and were corrected by the apoſtle Paul. Howps i 


$ it 
* then, Brethren? When you come together, every tlie - 
© of you bath a pſalm, hath a doctrine, hath a trong 


© bath a revelation, hath an interpretation _ 


2 
> @* 
1 


1 Cor, xiv. 26. To illuſtrate the danger of: 


the opening of the Synod of Mers and Tiviotdale, by 


Mr Wilſon: a ſermon which we wiſh was more gene- 
Tally keown than it is in the American colonies, .'* If 


© man's wiſdom be once allowed to add or alter ſo much 


© as one loop or pin, it will never be eaſy, or at reſt=.. 
without the whole tabernacle be new-modelled accore 
A ding to the pattern in his own head. And one cannot , 

© tell what may be the conſequences of, nor haw much 


© the Lord may be diſpleaſed with a very ſmall variation 


© from the pattern ſhewed in the mount, The heari 


of the ark upon 2 new cart, was as harmleſs and ex- 


* tripſic an inmoybtion as people could readily fall upon 


© in reference tothe houſe of God; yet was it met with 
a very ſenſible token of the divine jealouſy. Nor will 
© good meanings and deſigns be ſuitained as any whit of 


© an apology for ſuch officipus ſervices: It is but a cold 
© reception they get; namely, © Who hath required 


« theſe things at your hands? For I commanded them 
©& not, nor came it ſo much as into my mind.“ As the 
* zea} of God's houſe conſumed our Lord bimſelf, aud 


the typical David, both of them, ſo ovght the ſame. 
© ſpirit to be in all his miniſters ſpecially. They ought | 


© to do what in them lies by reformation and a ſpiritual 
SD | OE impartial 


This 
nal 


terations as we now treat of. take an extract fro an in- 
valuable ſermon entitled the TRUST, delivered at 
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Sono, 
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* 3. This has a er to da error into the 
Nerd of God. The ſecond commandment require 
us to keep the ordinances of God pure and entire: 
While we abide by the Pſalms of David we ſhall effegs” 


. N ſecure purity of worſhip in reſpect of praiſiug 
0 


d: Bot if once we begin to uſe human compoſures . 
in God's worſhip, we are in imminent danger c of beiog 


gradually led to fing mere jargon, or men's opinions, 
3 of the ſacred truths of the Spirit's inviting, This. 


ts, who, inſtead of reading the Scripture, or ſinging 
the * Pſalms of David' with gravity, always fing ſuch 
hymns and fpiritual ſongs as breathe their own noti- 
ons; and are inflamed with their own wild fire. And 
s Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of Aaron, took either of 
them his cenſer, and put hire therein, and put incenſe 


- 
— 


a © © tipartial exerciſe of diſcipline to purge che houf of - 


„God, 1 Tim v. 20, 21. Tit. i. 15. and ii 15. andt> 


© watch and withſtand from entering into it, all ſuch _ 
© perſons and things, as in the“ book of the manner ot 


the houſe” leave us warrant to be there. For to them 


© hath the Son, which is over his own houſe” con- 


© mitted in Truſt the ordinances and order of it, with a 


© ſolemn charge to keep them pure and entire, with- 


© out any, the leaft addition, or ſubtraction, mixture or 


eady verified in the caſe of ſome. deluded enthuſi- _ 


- eren, NF 


exchange of one thing for another. Therefore, all 


« or Parliaments” who would ſet up their © poſts b 
ce God's-poſts,” or their © threſh1d by his threſholds * 
c to the defiling of his houſe, and of his holy nam 


c they muſt withſtand. Ezek. xtiii. 8 Obſervable is that 


« word: © For if thou lift up thy tool upon it (viz. tlie 


« ſtones of God's altar to he, poliſh or make them mode 
; 6 lightly) thou haſt polluted it. Exo xx. 25 p. 28, 277 £ 


= 9 
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ſuch, be who they will, tho they were even © King? 


4 


/ 


* thereon, and offered ſtrange 55 before the 1 7 


© which he cemmanded them not. And there went 


© gut a fire from the Lord and devoured them, and they 


© died before the Lord,” Lev, x. 1. 25 Could it be made 


appear that David's Plalms are not ſaitable for every 


perſon, we would not think it fo ſtrange to ſee men ſo 
fond of other compoſures. But this is ſo far from being 


the caſe, that to uſe the warm expreſſions of Gerhard 


Concerning them, They area jewel made up of the 


gold of doctrine, of the pearls of comfort, of the gems = 


* of prayer. This book is a theatre of God's works, 4 


| © ſweet field and roſary of promiſes, a paradiſe of ſweet . 
© fruits, and heavenly delights; An ample ſea, wWberein 
e tempeſt- tols*d ſouls find richeſt pearls. of conſolation ; + 


An heavenly ſchool wherein God himſelf is chief in- 
* ſtrator. The abridgement, flower and quinteffeace 
of Scripture. A glaſs of divine grace repreſenting to 


© us the ſweetelt ſmiling countenance of God in Chriſt; © 


and a molt accurate anatomy of a Chriſtian ſoul. de- 
' © lineating all its afflictions, motions temptations and 
"© plunges, with their proper remedies *.” 

4. Add to the whole, that the danger muſt be greatly 
increaſed, when congregations themſelves are allowed 
to make alterations in their Pſalms. This is too well 
| known to have taken place already, is actiog a part op- 
poſite to preſbyterial government, and may produce a 
train of more direful conſequences than che abettors of 
it, are aware. The ſupreme judicatory of the church is 
only inveſted with the power to * Set down rules and 
directions for the better ordering the public worſhip 
C of God and government of his church r.“ However, 

we 
* This is quoted in that part of Robert's key of the 
Bible which treats on the Pſalms. 
1 Act of Aſſembly of the * of Scotland, Aug, 
5 1641. Sell. 14. s HineEE 
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T 
we are far from pleading that church judicatories have _& 
any authority to model the worſhipof God as they pleaſe; 


the power with which they are clothed is not legiflative, 6 


but miniſterial and executive, The verſion of Plalms - 


which is of public authority in the churchof Scotland, 
cannot with any propriety now be called Rouſes Ver- 
fon, in regard it has the ſame human authority with 
our Confeſſion of Faith, We ſhall not ſay that it is the 
moſt elegant in reſpect of the ſtyle, yet it is acknow= 


leged to excel in what is far more momentuous, viz. - 


in expreſſing the mind of the Spirit *, And while our 
religious anceſtors diſcovered about this a flaming zeal 


for purity of worſhip, they. proceeded with the greateſt 
regularity, and deliberation. It was carefully cori ected 
and amended by the General Aſſembly of Davies, 
which met at Weſtminſter z-----an aſſembly the moſk 
grave and learned, that ever ſat in the Engliſh nation, 


- Complaint being made of the obſolete verſion of pſalmg . 


by Sternhold and Hopkins, the parliament defired this“ 
. 8 5 aſſemblỹß 


* Sioce it hath leaſed God to vouchſafe the liberty 


of general aſſemblies, it is ordained according to acts 
of aſſembly at Edinburgh, 1639, and at Aberdeen, 


© 1640, That no novation in doctrine, worſhip or go- 


verament, be brovght in or practiſed in this kirk, un- 


© leſs it be firſt propounded, examined or allowed in the 


general +fſembly, and that tranſgreſſors in this kind be 
* cenſured by preſbyteries and ſynods.“ 2 


*The verfions which 1 thipk come neareſt the ori- 
* ginal, are the New-England and the Scots; the latter” 


© of which I think. much pretcrable to the former; in 


© as much as the ſentences are ut fo trauſpoſed in this 


© as in the other, and the lincs ace much more ſmooth, 


| * 


© and. pleaſant to be read i 2 
Ridgley's body of Divinity, page 572 


— 


as >. r a 


- hip which was then intended in Great Britain and Ire- 


ſeveral years. as is evident from their ſeveral acts rela- 
tivetoit+. Then it was approven of by them, and ap- [.3 
pointed to be ſung in all their churches, as appears from 


% 


. — + See the following acts of Aſlerwbly : An act paſ- 


aſſembly to recommend ſome others to be uſed in chur- 


© ing date November 20. 1043 have recommended the 


* tre, ſent from the Aſſembly of Divines in England, 


corrected by former General Aſſemblies, Committees 


ct paſſed Auguſt 10, 1648. entitled. © An act for ex- 
- AWiniag the paraphraſe of the pſalms, &c. 


( 33 ) 


ches; accordingly they read over Rouſe's verſion, and 
»fter ſeveral amendments ſent it to the houſe, Nov. 14 
1645. With the following recommendation, Whereas 
tho honourable Houſe of Commons, by an order bear- 


k 
” 
a ng . 2 e Ss CIS * 


Palms publiſhed by Mr Rouſe to the conſideration of 
« the aſſembly of Divines; the aſſembly has cauſed them | 
42 to be carefully peruſed, and as they are now altered 
© and amended, do now approve them, and humbly con. | - 
©ceive, that they may be uſeful and profitable to the 
church, if they are permitted to be publicly ſung.”-.- l 
Accordingly they were authoriſed by the two Houſes *. 
But our verſion comes with the additional authority of | 
the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland. It was. 
ſent from the Weſtminſter Aﬀembly to them for their 
approbation, as it was a part of that uniformity in wor- > þ 


land. Aſter being under their ſerious conſideration for 


the following act of their commiſſion, * The Commiſ. . 
ſion of the Gevera! Aſſembly, having with great di- 
© ligence conſidered the paraphraſe of the pialms in me- 


„ 
. 


© by our commiſſioners whilſt they were there, as it is 
from 


Necibs hiſt of the Putitans, vol. II p. 214 4to edit 
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ſed Auguſt 28, 1647 entitled : An act fer reviſing the 
paraphraſe of the pſalms brought from England.“ An 
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. © from them, and now at laſt by the brechren, r 
from the late aſſembly for that purpoſe; and having 


* examined the farae, do approve thg faid paraphraſe, 


© as it is now compiled; and therefore, according to the 
* powers, given. them by the ſaid Afſembly, do appoint. 


it. to be printed and publiſhed for public uſe # hereby. 


« anthorizing.ithe-fame to be ther only parapts ale of the 


pfalms of David to be ſung in the kirk of Scotland; 
© and Gifchargiog-the old parapbraſe, and any-orher 


© than this new paraphraſe, to. he made uſe of in any 
congregation or family, atter the firſt of -May in the. 
© year 1650. And for uniformĩty i in this part of the 


enſhip of God, doderiouſly recommend to preſby- 
teties, 40 cauſe make poblication of this act, and to 
take ſpeclal care that the ſame be timequſly put in ex · 


g ecution, and duly obſerved “. he uncommon pains 


that were taken by theſe venerable reformers, in the 
introduction of this verſion into the churches, muſt 


ſet in a ſtronger light the evil of precipitant excſu- 
ſien of it. The pſalms which many coutend for are not 
a zerfion, but only an ĩmitation ot David's Pſalms, and 
ſeem as far from being like them, as what Michal put 
into his bed, when Saul ſought fo kill him ; even an 


image withia 1 ats hüir, ànd covered with 
© cloth, * 13. ut it 15 tins tor us to . 
cead to the an en? 

III. Head in the bod ; which Was to illullrate 
the manner of perforwing this duty of teaching and 
* one another in . aud hymns, and 
C.: TM: EY fpirirual 

8 This a0 is entitled, ce An aQofthe. 3 
the General Aſſembly, approving the new paraphraſe 
of the plalms in metre, and appointing them to be 
made ule of in congregations and families.” It — 


at Edinburgh, n 23. * 
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- Hirtaal ſongs, viz. © By ſinging with grace 7 In mY 2 
© hearts to the par} T 
Lo fing with grace in our hearts to the Bord, the 
following things are abſolute 'y requiſite. I 
Firſt. Phat we are actually in a ſt+te of grace Ir is 8 
impoſſible to ſing with grace in the heart where grace 
ts not implanted. They who are intereſted in Chriſt by 
faith can only worſhip God in an acceptable manner: 
© He hath made vs accepted in the beloved, Eph i 6. | 
Oor perſons muſt be juſtified, before our ſervices can 55 
de accepted. And Ge Lord hath reſpe& to Abel, ng 
to bis offering Gen iv. 4 But methinks Lhear dome 2 
making this reply, That unregenerated perſons ſhovold | 
not then ſing the praiſes of God at all. This inferenee 724 
is oly according to the rules of the devil's logic; for ' 
the unfitneſs of men for their duty, will never excuſe | 
them from the performance, - And it is 2 greater fin to „ 
negle ct it, than perform it even in an unſuitable man- 255 
ner. Better to r:ad the. word pray, and ſing praifes even 
in an unre generate ſtate, than omit them wholly: this : i 
is atheiſm. that is hypocriſy. Tho” unregenerate men -- 
cannot bleſs God for ſaving benefits, yet they may for | 
common mercies: The excelleneies of his nature, the 
bounty of his providence, and the offers of his grace, 
at require. returus of praiſe. Hence all are exhorted te —_ 
this duty, * Sing nnto the Lord all the earth, Pſ xevi x. | 
Make a joyfol neiſe unto the Lord all ye lands, Serve. 
* the Lord with gladneſs and come before his preſence 
© with finging, Pal. c. 1. 2. Sing unto the Lord all ye 
© kingdoms of the earth; O ſing p:aiſcs unto the Lord's 
Pſal Ixviii 23. Io one plalm travellers, priſoners, ſea · 
faring-men, and fick people being delivered from their 
reſpective diſtreſſ s, are all commanded to praiſe the 
* Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 3 work, 
: to them the children of men, Pl. cvii. 6-37. More- 
| D Tony 


Over 


. t 3 » 
wer the confeffions of guilt; the-fupplications for mers 
cy, and deprecations of wrath, which abound. in the 
book ot pfalms!-ſhow. tho mind of the Lord, that even 
unregenerate perſons ſhould ling them, tho', they cannot 
do it with grace in the bear t. If they who are aſſured iS 
of their gracious ſtate. only. were to ſing the praiſes f 
God, few would perform it in our worſhipping aſſc m- 
blies. The arguments againſt unregenerate perſons tinge. | 
- Ing the-praiſes of God equall; conclude againſt their” i 
icading God's ward. and praying. W | 
Secondly, That we ſing the plalms-of | David with $ 
* fome degree of knowlege” of them. We cannot others # 
wile © ſing with grace ig. the heart to the Lord,” While : 
the miud is ſuok in ignoraace concerning what is ſung, 
dhe affections can never take wing, nor the heart be ſuir- 
ahly affected. Lo ſing the pſalms without the knowlege 
_ of, thera, is exactly reſembling the Papiſts, who ſing in 
an unknown tongue, We ſhould carneſtly ſeek after 
the knowlege of this part of God's word. I will ſing 
with the Spirit, and I will Gng with the underſtand- 
ing alſo, 1 Cor xiv. 15, Lo fing the praiſes of God 
for ur edification is bighly neceſſary as in reading his 
word, that we have a humble dependance on the bleſſed 
Spirit for enlightning our minds into the knowlege of 
them, © Open thou mine eyes, that I way behold won- 
« derous things out of thy law, Pf. cxix. 18. 

.- Thirdly, That we fing the Pſalms of David WY, 
©. grace in a lively exerciſe. Every grace ſhould be ex - 
excited according to the matter of the p{alm ; and the, 

_exercife of one grace muſt not exclude the exerciſe of. 
another, As every note muſt be ſung in its proper place, © | 
to render the muſic pleaſant; ſo every grace mult be ex- ö 
erciſed to make this ordinance profitable. It is too com- 
mon for God's children to indulge themſelves in ground 


FO, over ene eee, denen den . | 
while 
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5 TW . 
while they are hepligent to ſtir up the tiobler graces ot 
faith, love, hope, and delight in God; eſpecially when 
their preſent ciruniſtances, and the duties they are en- 
gaged ib, do call for them. Worſmppers engaged ia 
the work of praiſe, and exercifing grace in a ſuitable. 


manner, while they are bighly acceptable to God, alſo 


are a repreſentation of the church triumphant,” Where 
their frames always bear a proportion to their ſongs.-+ - 


Jo attain this we muſt endeavour to put our hearts in 


Order before we begix by meditation on God, his warks 


and word; thus the muſician tunes his'inſtrament be-- 
fore he plays: There was lence in heaven for the 


# , Tpace of half an hour,” at the opening of the * ſeventh” 


ſeal,” (Rev viii, 1) ſo when we begin to praiſe Gd. 
we oupht to make a pauſe till a folemn awe of the 


Divine Majeſty ſetties de wn upon our minds, and our 


graces be excited to lively excreiſe. Awake up my 


© glory, aw ke pfaltery and harp: I myſelf will awake 


early” Pfal lvii. 8 5 3 
Fourthly, That we offer to God all our praiſes id 
the name of Chriſt. No other way for our finding gc. 
coptance with God; hence it follows in the next verſe; 
And whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jetus, giving thanks to God ant. 
© the Father, by him The beſt Chriſtians bring muck 
guilt with them into God's preſence, and while there, 
they are ia danger o contracting more: This renders 
it abſoſutely neceſſuyy chat their praiſes be performed 
in Chriſt's name. * By hin, therefore, let us offer the 
« ſac\ifice of praiſe to God continu uly, that is the fruit 


of our lips, giving thanks to his natne,* Heb xiii. 1. 
Our hivhcft praiſes fall infinitely beneath the cxcellen- 


cies of the divine nature, and as they are our act, are 
very unworthy of acceptance with God: They ſtand in 
great uerd of being perfumed with the isereaſe of Chritts 

. | | D 2 Aeris, 
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Daene a0 wil fg os, prayers, Rv. ill 3, They who 
ee not the neceſſity of the Redeemer's mediation to re- 


ſolutely neceſſary while we are paying to the Lord the 
tribute of praiſe: and we have {till ground to addreſs | 
him thus, If thou, O Lord, ſhall mark iniquities; O N 


— 


— 


149) 


commend their per ſens and performances to the divine 
regard, betray great ignorance of Ged's per fections, their 
own unworthineſs, and the ſpit ituality of the diviue law. 
So that acts of faith in ike righteouſneſs of Chriſt are ab» 


* Lord, who fhall ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs with 
* thee that thou mayeſt be feared,” Pſal. cxxx. 3, 4. 
Fifthly, That we perform this duty only to the Lord. 


Thus the text runs, ſinging with grace in your heart 
to the Lord,” To praiſe God in obedience to his com- 
mand, with a view of advancing his declarative glo!y 


and to expreſs our ſupreme love to him, is to do it to 


the Lord. They who ſing the praiſes of God to maui- 
feſt their {kill in church muſic. to let their melodious 


voices be heard, and thus fing to pleaſe their own fan- 


cies, or regale their neighbours cats ſing only to them- 
ſeires,- Such worſhippers, it they deterve the name, 


wil meet with the divine abhorrence rather than ac- 


--ceptance. * Iwill be ſarctificd in the m that come nig 
-© me, and before all the people will 1 be glorified *. 


Having finiſhed what i intended in the dectrinal part 


of this ſubject, I ſhall now make ſome * practical im- 
provement' of the whole for a concluſion : waving many 


inferences which might be deduced from what has been 


laid, we ſhall only take notice of the two following, 


- Firſt, We way ſee that God is very careful' of his 
worſbip. He has ſet down the right way of worſhip- 
Lev. k 3. It may not be improper here to refer 2 4 


the reader to Mr Newman's Directions for the dut7 
of ſinging. . „ | EE . "= 
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„ Plag himfelf in his word, and has not left this to the 
wifdom and pleaſure of men. Sbew them the form of 
the houſe, and the. faſhion thereof; apd the going smut 
thereof. and, all the ordinances thereof, aud all the ſorms, 
aad all the laws theręof; and vrite it in their ſighu, that 
they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordi- 
Bances thereof, and do them Ezek.xliii i. His care 
about his worſhip appears in his providing à book ot 
pfalms ſuitable for his church and people in alb ages. 
Men indeed manifeſt much arroganey in preſcribing o- 
ther ways of worſbiping God, than theſewhich he bas 
appointed; and hereby they bighly provoke the Divine 
Majeſty. In their fetting up af their threſnold by my 
© tnceſhold;.and their poſts by my poſts, and the Wal 
between me add tham. they have defiled my holy name 
by their abominations that they habe committeck: 
wherefore I have couſumed them in mine anger. 
Ezek. xliii. 82 J til» | 3 2, 
__ Secondly, How careful we ought to be, to preſer ve 
the worſhip of God in purity, For the fin of currupt= 
ing this, God threatens to * viſit the iniquities of the ta- | 
* thers upon the children, to the third and fourth: ge- i 
© nerations.” How carefuł ought we to be of all God's = 
=> ordinances, to preſerve them in their ſpiritual purity, F 
when the laſt command of the Old Teſtameat is, Re- 9 
member the law of Moſes my ſervant, -- with the ſtaa. 
> *©tutes and judgments, Mal: iv. 4 And Chriſt's laft or- is 
n ders to bis diſeiples were. Teaching them to c- 
e ſerve all things, what ſoever I have commmanded you.“ MH 
is Mat. xxviil. 20. It ought not to be a matter of indiſfer - 1 
>= ence whether we walk according to the word of God, or — 
1 the notions of men. Phe waters of Abana and Phar pat, ä * 
rivers of Damaſcus, might have been as good for waſlſi- 1 
er. iag away the filth of Naaman's ſicſh, as theſe of Jordan, | 
7 pet they wabted the word of divine inflitution ; theres. 
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of Chriſt. 
vhich is poured on the word of Chriſt by ſome, and the 


indifference with which it is treated by others 
iy books of enterta ment which dell rich y is the 


Beer in bis bl: {24 wor}. 


. vices and iregularities. 


' © 
\ : FF: 


4 8 


nr. Huld God's bleling becpetted: on them, Rio 


v. 1,---15. Some indeed tell us, tha: it is a mat ier of 
indifference to them, whether the pſalms of David or 


human compaſures are ſung in our worſhipping aſſem- 


blies; yet they flow a partiality in ſavour of theſe; and 
therefore this ſecms ol an ariifice to pave the way for 
their atroduction. Bur God is highly diſpleaſed with 
indiffertnice in any thing pertaining io his worſhip —— 
* So then becauſe tbou art luke warm. and neither cod 
© nor hot I will ſpue the out of my mouth,” Rey iii. 16. 
FTbis doctrine may be 1mproven in an ule of pre 


29 the following ſorts of perſ»ns,  - 


Firſt, ſuch as do not read nor highly eſteem the word 
It is awful to reflect on that open contempt 


It is on- 


gre iter part of maaki d an tis age. Earthly kin :s count 
it rebelſion hen people pur contempt on their pro- 
clamations by refuũng to give them a hearing: t muſt 


be very. provoł ng to the Divine Majeſty, to behold the 


manner in which mankind treat the proclamations of 
© Recauſe I have cail-d and 
« ye refuſed, | have ſtreached out my hand and no mn 
6s regarded. Bur ye have ſ-t at nought all my coun el, 
© and would none of my reproof, I will alſo langh at 
© your calamity; Iwill m 2ck wen your fear cometh: 
* When your fear cometh as defolation, and your de- 
« ftrution as a whiriwind; when diſtreſs and ungut u 
£ cometh upon you,” Prov. i 24 27. 
Secondly Such as exercife no ente about their bre- 


thren, M:oy count themſelves under no obligation to 


teach and a4moniſh' their fellow men when they are 
out of the way of duty; bat rather they lan h at their 
lattegd of admanilhm? with 

N ſidelity 


wo 6 


ſpect on a level with the praifing multitude 
thut any ſhould heſitate a momxut about the -piopricty 


100 43 


f 


f elity and tenderneſo they ſay wich Cain, that mur- 
derer, >. 


Am I my broiher*s kceper.” Gen. iv. 
Thirdly, Such as do not perform? the cxeveiſe.of 


praiſe to God. 


others who, will not do it from a principle of pride, they 
fit in our. Wor ſhipping afſemblics as if they were ſtruct 
dumb end feem to think that-praifipg God weuld di- 
min iſh their importance. by reducing them in this re- 
Strapge 


of this duty, and yet ex ect ti j in eternal. y in nok 


a tle ſong of Moſes and the Lamb! Such is the exce 
lency of this exerciſe, that it inc ndes all duties in it, 
being a mixture of perfumes ariſing frem them all. 


Fourthly, Such as tho“ they fing the praiſes of God 


© repard the muſic' more than he frames of their ear te, 
Theſe do not make melody in the ir hea ts to the Lord.“ 
W would hy no means condemn peopl for pas ing re- 
gard to ex ernal harmony; there ſhould be melody n our 
voice as well as in our hearts, and without this, diſcord 


Quakers deny the warrantableneſs of 
ſinging pſalms in New Teſtament times: there are 


Dot the voice, but the deſire; not 


„ Ov ww wwmougpf” rm Oy 


and confuſion mult enſue. Bui there is a greater dane, 


ger of neglectiog the frame af our hearts than this. le 
is the heart God looks ro and we ſhouſd be moſt con» 
cerned about having it well ordered before him It is 
the ſweet mulic but 
the heart being deeply eng: ged; not our loud ſinging, 
but the fervour of ous reſigiqus affections that are m: + 
ſic in God's ears . The ſacrifices of God are a br ken 
4 ſpirit: a broken and a contrite heart : O God thou 
wilt not deſpite Pl it. 19. God is a Sptiit. and they 
that worſh p him, muſt wor ſhip Hin in ſpixit and in 


* truth,” John iv. 24. | BA, Fiſchly, 


* Non vox fed vom, non muſicx corduls; ſed cor. 


Non clamans fed amaus cantat in aute Dei, Auguſtine. 
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{-FiAbly, Such as neglect to ſing praiſes to God * in 
. their families To worſhip God in gur houſes ſeems 
evident from the light of nature; hence the Heathens 


Had their. hovſhoid gods: It is founded. in equity that 
for. family-mercies we bave family. thankſgiving, The 


Pialmiſt ſeems to mark the, religious. man's .dgar. with 


this inſcriptiaa- The voice of /xejpicing aud ſalvation 


is in. the tabernacle of the rightequs : the right-hand 


ol the Lord doth valiantly, Pl, cxvlii, 18. The pri- 


miti ve Chriſtians, were ſo intent on praiſing God, that 
they ſung pſalms at their meals r. Jerome ſpeaking of 
Bethlehem, where he lived, and which he ſo much ex- 


Aols in his letter to Marcella, ſai ih, * You gould nat go 


into the field, but you would hear the plow- man at 


his hallelujabs, the mower at his hymns, and the vine- 


-5 dr: fler Goging David's pſalms“ Singing pſalms made 


up a great part of the devotion of theſe Chriſtians in 
the public aſſembly, more privately in their families, 
in their retirements in the cioſet and on their "ould | 


beds f. What a pity.is it that family religion ſhou! 

be ſo much neglected in this age? O how beautiful is 
it for a family to join in the acts of divine worthips 
the maſtar leading the devotion and ſinging the praiſes 
of God, the ſervants heightning-the harmony, and the 
children like little birds ſweetning the whole with their 
Marc fill voice! A man of God uſed to ſay, * This 


cis the way to bold forth podiineſs, like Rachab's _ 


« ſcarlet thread,” to ſuch as paſs by our windows. 
And he further added, They do well who pray mor- 


ning and evening in thair families, Hut they do bet - 


$ ter-wao pray, and read the ſcriptures ; but they do 
- + Enquiry into the conſtitution, diſcipline, Bic aud 
[rip of the primitive church. Part II. page 8 


4 Hammon's preface to his on the plalmsz. | 
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1 beſt of all, who pray, and read, and ſing | 
-© Chriſtians ſhould © covet-earneftly the beſt gitts” ®.* 

A very learned prilate writes concerning the ngceſſiry 
of family relipion in theſe ſtrong terms: Conſtant fa- 
* mily worſhip is ſo neceſſary to keep alive and to main 
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* tain a ſenſe of God; and religion in the minds of men, 


that where it is neglected, I do not ſee how any fa- 


* mily can in reaſon be eſtt emed a family of Chriſtians, 


or, indeed, to have any religion at all f It was the 


uniform practice : mong the members of the reformed 


- -ebuich in France, to worſhip God in their houſes by 
 Gnging bis praiſe, As an ingeniggs writer informs us, 
That perſons of all ranks ſupg pſalo's not only in the 


* churches,” but in their families; and no gentleman 


profeſſing the reformed religion, would fit down at 
bis table, without praiſing God by ſinging. Yea. it 


* was a ſpecial part of their morning and evening wor- 
* ſhip in their ſeveral houſes, to fing God's praifes F.* 


How ſtriking is the ſimiliarity of practice among the 
people of God in different periods and places when re- 


ligion -flouriſheth amorg them ? It is not fufficient for 


heads of families to worſhip God for themſelves in their 
cloſets, but they are to perform it in their private ca- 


pacity. They ought to be commanders in the ſervice of 


the King of glory. after the example of Abraham, of 


whom he ſaid, * For I know him, that he will com- 


wand his children, and his houſhold- after him, and 


* they-ſhall keep the way of the Lord,” Gen. xvii. 19. 
A commander is not only to do his own duty, but to or- 


der all under him to do theirs allo. What would a king 


think 
Mr Philip Henry's life. „ 


+ TH lotion's ſermon concerning family religion ; in 


his works, vol. III. page 163. 


| Quick's ſynvdicou in Galiia reformata, val I, p- 8, 
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think of one who would: only 


< . . 
fight himſelf, but allow 
dis ſouldery to fall away wk the enemy? Surely he 


would look upon him as a traitor. Let every head of a 


family. who lives in the neglect of family worſhip, be 


-alarmed with the thunder of theſe words, Pour out 
© thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and 
c upon the families that call dot on thy name, Jer. x. 25 


There we find ſuch families ranked with heathens. 


- Sixthly,. Such as pretend that they cannot join” in 


'Goging the pſalms of David, becauſe of the'* many ob- 
jectionsꝰ which they have againſt them. Let us now 
8 to near, and attempt to.anſwer theſe, ©? 
It is true, that the objections which are ordinarily 
Produced. carry in them loch reflections on the Ever - 
bleſſed Spirit, who endited the palms and caſt ſuch 
teprolch on the gen ration of God's children, who 
in all ages have ſaap them, that they ſcarcely defer ve 


| the notice of them who belivve that the book of pla'ms 
is part of: canonical feriprure. However, we ſhall not 


avail om ſeives of any forbidding app at ance is their ge- 
'meral aſpect, but proceed to confider them in order. 
Object 1. Maoy pifſages in David's pſalms breathe 
© ſuch a cruel and reveugeful ſpirit againſt bis enemies, 
as is quite oppoſite to the ſpirit of the goſpel; and, 
* therefore, other compolures more ſuitable, ought to 
be ſung in the Chriſtian church * 0 


Antw. This objection againſt David's Pfalms was 7 


wont to be urged only by Deiſts, who thereby meant 
to weaken the divine authority of theſe ſacred poems +. 


Indegd if 2 * were the effects of malice or 
paſſion, 


( 


4 4 Dr 3 1 a Deillica! bo entiled, 
4 The hiſtory of the man after God's own heart inwhich 


the Dr in a yery learned manner, retutcs the 3 of 
cruelty brought agaiuft Eng E David. 
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288 it could not pe 1 that the Spirit nfplts: 


ed them. Some Socinians gloſs the matter thus, They 
alledge that it was lawful under the old Teſtament dif«: 


penſation to hate enemies, and to imprecate the divine 
| vengeance. on them. They found their opinion on this 


verſe i in the Goſpels, * 4 Te have heard that it have been 
Tiid, Thou ſhale love thy-neighbour and hate thine e- 
enemy,“ Mat, v. 43. Our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt faith not 
that Moſes or the prophets taught us to hate out ene- 
mies, but it hath been ſaid,” viz. by the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who corrupted the law by their falſe interpre - 
tations, and un written traditions That forgiveneſs of 
injuries in oppoſition. to malice and revenge; was a doc- 


trine Which the Spirit of God had taught the Old Teſs: 


tament ſaints, (and therefore what our Lord Chriſt has 


ſaid in the goſpels on this head is not new, but an il-" 


luſtration and defence of what was ak eady written) muſt 
appear evident to thoſe who attentively peruſe the writ- ' 
ings of Moſes and the prophets To fee this in a con- 


viacing point of light let us from thence ſelect the fol- 
| lowing paſſages. If thou meet thine enemies ox or als ' 


« goiog-altrey, thou ſha't ſurely bring it back to him a- 
gain. If thou ſee the aſs. of him that hateth thee ly 
© ing under his burden and wouldſt forbear to help him; : 
thou ſhalt ſurely belp with him,” Exod xxiii. 4, 
Thou thalt not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy desk 
© er: Thou ſhalt not abhor an Egyprian becauſe thou 


4 waſt a ſtranger in his land.“ Deut. xxiii. 7. If thine 
enemy be hungry give bim bread to cat: and if 


he be thirſty give him water to drink: for thou 


© * ſhall beap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord 


* ſhall reward thee, Pio. XIV 21, 22. * Rejoice 
not when thine enemy talleth, and let not thine heart 
© be glad when he ſtumbleth: Leſt the Lord ſee it and 


1 i pleaſe him, and he 1 away his wrath ſrom him. 
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PÞ 820 not l will do o to him, as he h h done to me: 1 
ill render to the man according to his work,” Prev. 
ir. 1% 18 29 If irejoiced at the deſtruction of him 

that bated me, or lift up myſelf when evil fonod him, 
AAdeither have 1 ſuffered my mouth to fin, by wiſhing 
tes eurſe to his ſoult) if the men of my . ſaid 
not, O that we had * his fleſh 1 ws e be ſatiſ· 
fied Job Ai 29. 

This objection is now found io the mouths of 3 er 
religious profeſſurs, : wha would take it ill to be ranked 
with Deiſts or Socinians. Their eatholic love is ſo great 
chat it overflows the land- mar ks bet wit truth and error, 
which our reformers ſet up. But it would appear to be 

altogether an iaconſiſtant ſcheme: At leaſt theſe who 
are engaged in a teſtimony for reformation- principles 
have but a lmall ſhare of this love: while it embraces thoſe 
who are dtenched in ſyperſtition. or Garied away with 
ſeRariandelufions. Moroyer, theſe pretenders to this en- 
_ t-nfiveloye;do not reduce it to practiſe morethanothers, 
When they receive real or ſuppoſed injuries. Happy would 
itte for them, if they really hid attained to ſuch a de - 
gree of charity, * as the man after God's own heart was? 
Poceſſed of, whom they fo fo ſeverly cenſur I delivered. 
© him that without cauſe is wine enemy,” Pſa vii. 4 
Wo is me that I ſojurn in Meſech, that [dwell in the 
« tents of Ke ar. My ul hath long dwelt with him 
e that hateth peace. I am for peace; but when I ſpeak 
« they are for war, Pfal. cxx. 5, ---7. Waile people are 
ſo deſſicient ot that for the want of Which they unjuſt. 


ly bleam the royal Pſalmilt, they themſelves ſtand f- 
condemed * Therefore thou art ine cuſable O man 


« whol-ever thou art, that judgeſt: for wherein thou 
6 « jodgeſt another thoucandemneſt thyſelf, for thou doſt 
— won ſame 7 8 : Rom, ii. 1. 
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But in order to reſcue the reputation of David from 
the cruel fangs A thele libellers, let the obſervation al- 
ready made b&tarefully attended to, viz. That the book 
of Pfſalm: ald fffe New Teſtament were both endited 
by the ſame Spirſt. If then the objection bas any 
weight, it neceffarliy ſuppotts a conttadiction in:“ 
Bible. Aud makes he Holy Ghoſt to allo diſpoſitions; 
of ſort, Ufer te Old Teſtament avconoiny,- which 
claſs winh thefe required in the New. To wipe off the 
ſtain which fome Stn to fix on David's character, in 
reſpect of raneorous reſentment againſt his enemies, ſun- 
dry Interpretations have deen given of theſe paiſages.--- 
Some think that the Words are capable of another tran- 
- flation, as whed it is ſaid, © Let them be confounded and 
put to ſhame that keel after my ſoul. Let them be as 
1 ' chaff before the wind; and let the angel of the Lord 
([ chaſe them; Let deſtrution come upon them at un- 
; © awares,” Pfal xxxv. 4. 5. 8. Accordingly they allege, > 
that the words may be put in the future teoſe, not the 
. imperative mood; thus, „They ſhall bluſh-and-be a- 
” ** ſhamed that ſeek after my ſeul, they ſhall be as chat 
before the wind, and the angel of the Lord ſhall chaſe 
# + them. Deſtruction ſhall come upon them unawares*.” 

| As to what is ſaid in the hundred and ninth pſalm, ſome 
| critics in ſacred literature obſerve, that it ought not ts 
de numbered among thoſe plalms wherein David is ſup- 
poſed to threw out imprecations on his enemies, it be- 
16g only a rehearſal of thoſe curſes which bis adverſi- 
'ries denounced againſt himielf, . But we zpprehend the 
character of the tweet finger in Ifrael can be defended / 
without the aid of rheſe ingenious methods, by con- 
_ fideriog=him as a prophet, and as a type of Chriſt.— 


As a prophet he a be viewed as. rather foreieilig, 
ES TT * 
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than wiſhiog for the event, which would inevitably 


follow on thefe ways cf impiety, Which his enemies 


. practiſed And this he did from a principle of cbatity 
that thereby they might be alarmed with their danger, 
and determined to turn to the Lord. As a type of 
Chriſt, he ſp:ke of theſe enemies, as the enemies of 
God's declarative glory. As he perſonated the Son cf 
God, be might w-rrartab'y denounce the vengeance of 
God upon bis evemics. [be hundred ard niuth plalm 


is expreſly applied in this manner by Peter, who ſets 


forth the neceffity of the predictions in its be ing ac- 
compliſhed, when h. eim; Men and brethren, this 
© ſcripture muſt veeds have been folfilled, wh ch the 
© Hoiy Ghoſt, by the mc uth of David, ſpake before 
concerning Judas, which was a guide to them who 
* toek Jeſus,” Acts i 10, 0. n 
We muſt carefully diſtinguich betwixt the enemics 
of God's glery and our own. Theſe we are to forgive 
agreeable to the directions which we have in both Fe- 
ſtaments; but thoſe we are not, for they ſtand accurſed 
by bis Jaw for their open rebeiFon. To ſay we do ſor- 
Eve rebels againſt our rightful ſovereign, would argue 
Oifloyalty, as well as an uſurp* tion of his prerogative, 
I we do not attend to this diſtinction, we thall not be 
able to reconcile even ſome parts of the New Teſta- 
ment with others. For tho our Lord has faid, * Love 


. 


your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good ro 


* them that hate you, and pray for them which deſpite- 


© fully ge you and perſceute you,” Mat. v 44 Yet it 


is written in other places, If any man love not the 
Lord Teſys Chriſt, lei him be Anathema Maran-atha, 
* 1 Cer, xv?.-22, Alexander the copper-ſmith did me 


much evil: the Lord reward him according to his | 


* Works,” 2 Tim. iv. 14 And when he had opened the 
tb ſeal, I ſaw under the altar, the ſouls of them that 
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| - 3d contained in the premiſcs, but by no means is the 


ther paſſages as enemies to God's declarative glory. 


_ enmity at their_perfons, but his cauſe which they e- 


p culiari ies; an] therefore, they are not ht to be 


© molt fear ful ſcripture | imprecations. 


68 9 


were Nin for the word of God; and' for the eatimony 
* which they held, AnJ1 they cried with a loud voice, 
© faying, How long, O Lord, holy aad true, doſt thou 
not judge and avenge our blood, on them that dwell” 
© on the earth,” Rev. vi. 9. 16. To remove this dif-. 
culty we muſt view the perſons whom our Lord enjoins 
us to forgive as perſonal enemies, and theſe in the o- 


Becauſe the injury they did his ſeryants, was not from 


ſpouſed. So that while we are to forgive our perſonal 
enemies, we may warrantably pray for judgments on 
* the beaſt” and the * falſe prophet,” being the avowed, 
enemies of God's declatative glory, Rev xix. 20, lo 
all ſuch preſumptuous perſons as ar ralgn the words of 
the bleſſed Spirir at the bar of their judgments, and 7 
charge him with inp! ring the pſa miſt with reveg retul - -- 
expreſſions, we would jaſt ſay with. the apoitle, © 5 AN | 
© but O man, who art thou that Teplieſt againſt. Gods; 
Rom ix. 20 As the icrintores are a revelation from 
heaven, it is our duty to ſubmit to their determinations. 


1 


2 


aud ne rtily acquieſce in what is written *. S 
Object 2. The plalas of David were penned to 
«ſuit oy. Old Teſtament church in her A 


— 


« ſung in coſpel worthip ? 
Anf We readily grant that important truth which, 


inference 


0 The judicious Durham mentions this as one of 
the ſius we commit in praiſi 1g God. Not aſſenting, 
to and giving God the glory in the ackaowlegemeat 
6 of the juſtneſs of bis ſereteſt threateuings, and the 
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D.C his ex Holition of the Ten Commandments, p. 81. 


aways os 42. v8 * - 

. - - 

644.7 + — | | 
5 * 9 * 

4 W . dnl 
hem, —_ n e WE x {XY Rf A In 
N _ n 2 2 = Ts 2 me 2 2 © 
* _ 
. — _ 


&Þ 


r 
. 
* 
1 


=o a my — 
= n 15 * * f 


n 
— + N. 


* n 7 
R 


> 22 
wy P nn 


22 


4 —ͤ—ñ—ÿWäů . — 
p o 
| 


tv) 22 
Hifcrence 29miſible, The Apoſtle's rule for the right” 


 Smprovement of the Old Teftament, ſhould carefully 
de attended to For whatſoever things were Written 


© a-fore-time, were written ſor our [carning ; that we 
© chro! patience, and comfort of th- ſcriptures, might. 
© have hope, Rom xv. 4. As the ſame devout affeCtis : 
ons are neceſſary for reading the ſcriptures 'ss for ſing- 
ing pſalms, this objection ſtrikes againſt that as well ag 


this. Moreover, if it bas any force with it, this maſt 


fall on reading the writings of Moles and' the prophets, 
in God's werſhip; becauſe they were alſo adapted to the 
Old Teſtament church, and her peculiarities. But in 
order to diſpel the miſt in which it is intended by this 
objection to involve the pſalms of David, let us atten- 
tively cquliider the ſequet- | | 

'The peculiarities of the Jewiſh church may be ar- 
ranged under two general heads. Some of them were 


 prefigurations of the peculiar glories of the Chriſtian 


Sconomy; while others having no typical references, 
frved only to diſtinguiſh the Jewiſh church from the 
neighbouring nations, or to diſplay the divine conde- 
ſcenſion towards her in that immature ſtate. The pe- 
culiarities cf both kinds are undoubted!y abrogated -- 
But it is ſtrange from hence to iufer, that there is an im- 
propricty in uſing ſuch words and phraſes in our pſalms 
as have a feference to them. The objeCtion proceeds 
upon this falle hypotheſis, viz : That the werds and 
Phraſes in the pſams, which expreſs theſe abiogated 


- peculiarities ſignify nothing more. The peculiarities of 


the firſt claſs not ofily expreſs the type, but include the 
antitype, within the compals of their meaning It was 
owing to this that they had ſuch a noble tendency to 
animate the hearts and cſtabliſh the faith and hopes of 
the fathers. This obſer vation being admitted, it needs 
dui a ſhort procels of OE” to ”_ the propriety 

0 


we Ee dt dn rang E ot Pre 


is K 2 | OY 
Sf uſing them juſicibuſly in evangelical worſhip, finfe 
in ſeveral important reſpects, they belong to the New 
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Teſtament churen. — irq 3 5 
Neither is it juſt to infer from the pecuffarities or : 
the ſecond claſs, the abſolute impropriety of uſing f 2 
our palms the words and phraſes which fignify them. 
Chliſtians are ſurely, bound not only to celebrate tte | 
goodneſs of God to themſeives, bat his, kindneſs to his f 
angient people and this cannot be done in more pro- 
8 er words han theſe, which the beſſerigg Jews uted, 
Shell the ſacred hymns of antiquity be HiY aſice By | 
' Chriſtians. beciuſe they abound in phraſes which fig 4 
[3 * nify peculiarities now ſuperſeded? Should they not ra- 4 
ther be uſed with gratitude, and theſe very phraſes be 3 
' -degmed graceful beauties in our goſpel worthip, when 3 
ve celebrats the diſplays of God's love in thefe periods, = 
i in wvhich the pocutittities expreſſed by them were fac DR 4 
„ tied by divine iaftitution. The ancient inſtanges os i 
. God's love are moſt happily expreſſed in an old ſtyle, | 
+ and more ſtriking words to celebrate them e mnot be : 
| found. than theſe uſed by the Lard's people who were 
L favoured with them, and in which they gare vent to 
(2 their enraptured hearts. Unſkilled they are in facred 
| . mulic, who do aot know how to uſe king David's lyre 
5 in ſingiag the honoars of divine leve- in its brighteft 
wiipiays to the Chriſtian church Tao” we do not ad- 
3 mit in{trumental maſic in our churches, yet we fee no : 
improptiety in making uſe of the werds plaltery, harp; 
# cymbal,” & in our pſalmody, when it is known they 
15 are uſed in an accommodated ſenſe, which cam weil be 
1 ſupported by ſcripture-precedents, and the uncenſur od 


practice gf the church in other caſes, Yea, ſome have 
5 thought that theſe typified not only the joy and exaita- 
| tion of heart with which God is to be praiſed in New 
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 Peftament worſhip, but alſo ſhadowed forth the man · 
ner of it, by vocal muſic *®. _ : 
As the wriiiogs of the Old Teſtament are a part of 
canonical ſcripture, there js x peculiar beauty in 421 
ferrivg their phraſes ibto New Teſtament worſhip: 
though the ritcs expreſſed by theſe are now laid Fry 
There ſeems to be a great propiiety-ir our expreſſing 
our belief, that the writings of Moſes and the prophets 
are pirt of God's word in our ſacred ſongs, as well as || 
in other acts of divine worſh: P, and as a demonſtiation 
of that it is neceſſary to uſe ancient ſtyle in our praiſ- | 
ing Grd. Surely there is no impropriety in ſinging 
ſometimes in Mofaic ſty le. while the church is mili- 
tant, when ſhe win a criumphant ſtate does ſing the 
ſong of Moſes as well as of the Lamb. To baniſh the 
ſtyle 
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4 As for chorch: muſic, for organs, . the like, 
re theſe pimitiveages were wholiy igrorant ot them ; for 
Leit cann-t rationally be conceived chat in thoſe daysof 
6: continual yerſecution or violence, they could either 
u ſe or pre ſerve them ; all that they looked after was to 
fing in rhyme, metre, tune, and concert, to offer up 
** upto God, the praiſes of their voices, lips, and mouths, 
. ww! zich Clemens Alexandrinus thinks was emblemz- 
« tiſed.or ſhadowed forth by thoſe muſical inſtruments | 
« m-ntioned in the bundred and fifticth pſalm; where, 
ei h he, we are commanded to praiſe God on the pſal- 
te ry. that is on the tongue, becauſe the topgue is the 
*& fal ery -of the Lord, and to praiſe him on the harp, 
by which we mull underſtand the mouih; and io praiſe 
„ him upon the loud ſoundiog cyaiba's, by which the 
1 tong 4e i: to be underſtood, which founds or peaks | 
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ty le of Moſes and the prophets from Chriftian Em- 
ble, is a very awful attempt. It is no lefs daring to 
exclude the plaims of David, or any part of them from 


the worſhip of God. 
applying many poſſages in the palms to the times in 


which they lived in cxpreſſing many goſpel truths in 


Old Teſtament ſtyle, and the book of the revelation 
being almoſt entitely written in it, are all cenſured 

this objection ; ; but with a tiumpbant evidence they 
riſe in proof of its abſurdity 7 


Object 3 There are ſo many paſſages in the pf: lms 


© of David which ate only applicable to himſelf; that 
pbence it is neceſſary we ſhov]d have other compoſuves 
more ſuitable to ourſelves in New [eſtament times.“ 
Anſw Some things already advanced might ſerve 
for a reply to this cavi *: But wefſhalF offer ur thoughts 
more fully on this point, If it had any force, it would 
be as much againit the Jewiſh church uſing David's 
pſalms as the Chriſtian ; becauſe the ſame i impropricty 


attended the one, which is ſaid to take place in the o- 


ther, in au accommodated ſenſe, the yews 3g well as we 
could only fing ſuch paſſages as related to David as the 
Lord's ano'nted Here let us condeſcend on ſome of 


% 


| theſe paſſages and ſhow the improvement we ought to 


make of them. He faith, ** When I (hall receive the 
«6 congregation, t hall Judge upright ly, Pſal Kxv 2. 
God hath ſpoken in his holigeſs, I wi'l r<joice, I will 
c qi vide Skechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth, 

« Gilead is mine, Ephraim alſo is the ſtrength of my 
«© head, Judah is my lawpiver,' Pfal. x. 6,--8. Our ad- 
voc ates for new pſalms produce theſe and ſuch like paſ- 
ſages, with a certain air of diumph, to ſhew the abſurdity 


of 


* 


- 
> 


See the fifth obſervation on the ſecond head, 


The practice of the apoſtles in 


(56). 
of ſiogiag them. Bat let us ſpcak a word; in behalf G of 


dicefted them ta the chief muſician. If abſurd in us 
to ſiag theſe, it is ns leſs ſo to read them in Go !'s wor- 


which, relates to David's por poſe of ruling with upright- 

_ mf, when he acceded to the throne of Iſtael; We ob- 

4 ſexxe. that if there. is one perſon in the worſhip ping aſ- 
ſembly Who has a prgſpeck of filling up an important 

ation in church or face, as that theſe words would 


him in praiie, as well as in prayer, and the improve- 
ment that all of us are bound toinike of this paſſage ie, 
that in the ſtrength of divine grace we faake holy relol- 


integrity. As to the other paſſa;, e relant g.the plalm: it's 
anticipation of his ſway ag t he ſce ptre over the domini- 
on: of Iſtacl. a wiſe improvement may be made of it al- 
0. In finging it we ſhould exprefs tfrong acts of faith 
io God's promiſe, whatever diſſiculties are in the way of 
f : :lis accompliſhment. David had the promiſe of God 
7 | to depend on, for his being promoted to the government 
b cf Iſrael. but he had his way thro” difficulties, and yet 


might alſo tell us with ſome effrontery that in the Old 
F ' Teſtament fo much is ſaid about ſrael and Judah, and 
_ MT in the New Teſlament, concerning the diſcipies, the 


#*. Henty in low 


be {aitable for him, then we qught heartily to join with 


utions to All up OUT re ſpoclive {tations with the greateſt 


13 | we find him giving his heart vent in the language of ex- 
—_—- ultation: So we have the promiſe of eternal life to de- 
s | pend on, ſhould firw! y believe the perſormance. Que 
i obſerves on this pſa!m, hat in Ungiog it we way 
1 have an eye to the acts 6f the church, and to the ſtate 

. „of our ovn ſouls, both which have har ſtruggles *.” 

| | Such wire- drawing crit ics 2s have taken this objeCtion, 


'S: 8 8 
| . | Sccibeg 


Ade Lord. who jaſerted theſe in the book of plalms, and 


mn p, tori reaſons alteady g given. As to the frſt paſſage, 
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gcribes and Phariſees. yea in both ſo much ſaid abotft 


erſons and places as we have litile concern in. that 
therefore all ſuch paſſages in our Bible ſhould be alter- 


ed, being unfit for being read in God's worſhip All 
rſons who will allow a moment's. reflection with ſe- 
riouſneſs on this ſubject, mult ſee ſuch modern reae- 


ments are only an artful {ſcheme to, weaken the autho- 


rity of ſcripture, altogether. But every Chriltian who: 
has taken God's word for the“ men of his counſellers? 


well knows that God continues to ſpezk te him, in 


what he faid to his church. both in the Old and New 
Teſtaments, and the Sp'rit will lead to make a wiſe 


anprovement of ii“. 20% 
| pe, I Finally" 


* Object David's pſaſms do not ſuit our conditions: 
e muſt we tell God it is ſo with us as it was with Da⸗ 
vid, when poſſibiy it is aot fo ? er 

* Anſw. Al icripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
ce and is profitable tor doCtriue, reproof correction, in- 
& ſtruction, &c. 2 Tim 111.16 and written for our learn 


6 jog and comfort, Rom. 15 4. The pfalms theretore 


« are ſo. What paſſage is there in the plalms bur we 
© may ſome way accomodate to ourſelves? Suppoſe Da- 
&« vid ſays, I am not puffed up in mind, Pſa) cxxxi. and 
« if you find your heart prone to pride, why here is 2 
* word then of admonition to you: So that while we 
e are reciting and declaring David's humble frame and 
* and condition, we ought to lift up our hearts to God 


that he would work the like frame is us: Lord, thy 


&« ſervant David could truly ſay, I am not puffed up in 
“ mind; Good Lord graat me this grace alſo Suppoſe 
„e canndt find in ourſelves ſuch z love to God's law, 
6 as was in David, Pial. cxix g7. &c. then there is a 


# word of inſtruction to us, teaching us what we ſhould 
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Finally, This objection includes the cavits of ſome 
enthuſiaſts who diſpute the Jawfulneſs of Enging pſalms 
altogether. Theſe alledge that David's pſalms contain 
ſuch ſtrong expreſſions of faith, as profane perſons by 
finping his words, utter abominable lies before God. 
But this, like moſt of the other objections, equally mi- 
litafes againſt the Jewiſh church making uſe of theſe: 
. expfeſhons; ſurely we may ſing the words of David 
and of Aſaph the ſeer, as well as they did ia Heze- 
„ Klean — 5 kiah's 


do: we ought to pray to have ſuch a divine aff:ion 
«*kindled in u to the law of God Sothat we ſing pſalms. 
. as we read them for the benefit and good uſe we make 


© of them lt is therefore no mire a lie to ſinz them 


than to rea them; by both we recite'what God Has 
© reveal:d in his word for our admonition and inſtruc- 
*« tion, & And though we cannot make all paſſiges in 
them our on, by ufing them for ou ſelves, and in 


«our own name as Divid did yet we may make them 
«our own, by a ſweet, meditation on them, for our be- 
nei and edification! = Squire Diſney's portion 
of God's people. vol? II. page 704, 70. 

t a mixed multitude may join together in prayer. 
te and particularly if the pſalms of David may be read 
© in the public congregation; tho' perhaps there are 
© many preſent who'do not unde; ſtand the meaning of 
© every phraſe uſe] therein: yet it does not follow that 


* becaule we do not fully uaderſt and the pialms of Daz 
vid, therefore they oupht not to be ſung by us We 


© have before obſerved, that there is no eſſential diffe- 
erence eſpecially as to what concerns the frame of our 
« fpirit, between ſinging and reading: therefore it (o. 
© lows that whatever pfalm may be read may be ſung. 


He that is not qualified tor the latter, is not q naliß d 


6 for 


r 


(595 


kiah's days. The Levttes and others hof joined in hag: 


ivg, could no more apply every expreſſion a themſelves, 
than many in our aflemblies. The joyful or ſad condi- 
tion of others, may be matter of ſong tous; and the mer. 
' gies of God to his church formerly, ſhould be viewed 


in ſome reſpeCts as beſtowed on ourſelves, being mem- 


bers of the ſame body, [a this ſenſe the Pſalmiſt faith, 

He turned the ſea into dry land, they went through 

the flood on foot; there did we rejoice in bim, Pfal. 

levi 6. The invention of man ſeems to be tacked to 

find objectione againſt ſinging the plalms of the Spi- 
tit's enditing *. 


Object. 4. preaching add prayer are performed i in 


New Teſtament language; and therefore we evght to 

© praiſe God in this alſo: For when we uſe Old Tef- 
© tament words in our praiſes we mult aſſix New Teſta- 
© ment ideas to them, and thus we ſing not the ſenſe 
© of the pſalms, but lomething very different. Anſw, 


«« for the former. The apoſtle indeed ſpeaks of kis pray» 
„ing and ſinging with the Spirit, as well as with the 
e underſtanding ; but the meaning of that is that we 
e opght to deſite the efficacious influences of the Spirit, 


* and preſs after the meaningot thewo1ds we uſe, either 


"* inprayingor hogivg ; yet the defectof ourunderſtan- 
© ing, or havinga leſs degree thereof than others, or than 
we ought to have, does not exempt vs from a right 
to engage in this ordinance. Therefore we are not to 
tre fuſe io join with thoſe in ſingiog the praiſes of God, 
e whom we would not exclude from our lociety, if we 
© were reading any of the pſalms of David in public.” 


 Ridgley' s body of divinity, pages 571, 572% 


See a judicions anſwer to cavils of this kind, in 
Brown's * Qnakeriſm the path way to Paganiſm, be- 


ing a ſatisfactory anſwer to Barclay's. © apology," page 
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Anf. In a and praying we ufc on Teſta⸗ 


ment as well as New Teſtament language, nd are bound 


by the authority of God to do To as often as the ediſica- 


tion of his people requires it. Therefore there is no im- 
propriety in liuginy praiſes to God in Old Teſtament 


words, But we afhx New Teſtament ideas to them, 


This is a great error in the eyes of our objectors Cer- 


taluly a little attention to this poiut will diipel that dark- 
neſs in which ſome mean to involve it. Wherefore let 


N be obſerved, that we ought to take in both Old and 


New Teitament ideas, in reading the ſcriptures of the 
Old Peſtament, which have innumerable references to 


the Chriſtian cecotiomy; an this ought to be done with 
the tame propriety in-finging the inſpired ſongsof David 
It is tar from being true, that hereby we do uot fing the 


fenſe of a pſalm by aſſiving both kinds of ideas to it 
as the nature of it requires, for we rather ſing the full 


that was intended by the Spirit of God, hereas other- 
That we mut 


wife we ting a part of the ſenſe only. 
have ideas in ſome reſpects different from the primary 
meaning of ſeripture, is evident ſrom our reading the 
prophecies concerning the life, death, avd glorification 
of Jeſus Chriſt; we muſt carry in our minds the ideasjof 
theſer o. being accompliſhed, which the Old Teſtament 


- faints could not at the time they were revealed. Theſe 


* all died in the faith, not having received the promiſes, 
* but having ſeen them afar of, and were perſuaded of 
© them, and embraced them, Heb. xi. 13. In reading 
the meſſ:ges which God ſent by his prophets to his an- 
ciert people, we cannot have the idea of his now ad- 
dreffing them but ourſelves in theſe, 
the New Taſtament we muſt have different ideas from 
thoſe, whom many paſſages in it, did primarily reſpect. 
Surely in reading Chriſt's predictions concerning his 
ewa death, the weachery of Judas and the deſtruction 


a of 


Yea, iu reading 


(69 


of Jeruſalem; we muſt conceive of theſe being now paſt 
and not future events, And in reading the epiltles we. 

muſt have different ideas from thoſe, to whom they | 
were at. firſt addreſſed. It will not neecflhril fallow, LES 5 
that thereby, we " miſtake the ennine "tucauirly cf 55 
„ ut rather that we read them in the ma 

ner whigh the Spirit“ of God intended; and Tae by - 

FF, fixing New Teſtament ideas'to David's p ſalws, we Are | 
15 then? in their true ſenſe and in their full latitude. © * nM 
Object. 5. As we have forms both of ſe&rmotis dnl. 1 

"© prayers, recorded in ſcripture. yet we do not confine 

* ourſelves to them in preaching or praying; neither- 

-* ovght we in dur praiſes to confine ourſelves to the 

* © book of plalms.“ 8 

Aal. It is in vin to argue from the reaſonableneſs 

of a thing, when. the will of God revealed in his word 

| does not authoriſe i it; We have no command nor ex- . 

» [# ample in the New "Teſtament to make new pſalms. a5 ” 

has been already ſhown” But we have abundance of 

* paſſages iti fcriptute to warrant the preaching of the 

word, and praying to God without a form :*and no 

5 5 to believe that the prayers and ſermons recor- 

c : 


1 ded in ſcripture were uled às ſuch. We have uo pro- 1 5 
5 miſe of the Spirit to aſſiſt us in making new pſalms, or. = 
- "IF inal tering" theſe already made; but we have the, ꝓro- 
E "miſe of divine affiſtance in preaching the goſpel.” * Ga 
= a therefore and tech all uations, and lo, Lam with 


2 4 


© you alway, even unto the end of the world,” Mattl. 

xxvlii. 19, 20, we have alſo the promiſe of the r 
to enable us to pray: And I will pour upon the houſe. 

© of David and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. the 
ſpirit of grace and of ſupplication, Zec. xii 10. More 

ever, there cannot be à parillel run between preaching . 
or praying, and praiſing; becauſe this cannot be per- | 
£ an without a form, but th6ſe ay, in regard one 
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perſon only is the ſpeaker.” The Spirit of God has net 
left upon record ſuch a large collection of ſermons aud 
Prayers as of palms, nor are they ſo well adapted to e- 
very cal; therefore, we may cafiiy {ee that this is only 
a mere Cavil. There cannot be ſinging without a tor m, 
except all were enabled to compoſe at the ſame time, 
* by having the fame thoughts, and expreſſing the fame 
words. Therefore, it now. follows, that either there 
muſt be no finging at all, or it mult be done by a form 
and if by a form, none is equal to that which the Spirit 
of God has endited: His words and phraſes in expreſſing 
divine things are the moſt fit and emphaiical. And we 
may rejoice that we can ſin g the praiſe of God. * not ia 


* the words which man's wiidom teacheth,* but in them 


which are far more excelicut,-even thele © which the 

« Holy Ghoſt deacheth. 3 

Object. 6. © To confine the ks Teſtament church 
© in her praiſes to the pfalms of David is tyrannical, 
« and the fame with impoling Liturgies and Homilies 
on the church, 


Anſw It is exceeding ſtrange that the authority of | 


God, in requiring his church to abide by his ordin an ces 
and to offer theſe praiſes which are of the Spirit's en- 
.diting, thould be reckoned tyrannical It was owing 
to the amazipg love of God to his church, that ever the 
bock of pſalms was compoſed, and delivered to her, as 
part of the canon of icripture. Tho tt belongs not to 
us, in the management af this ſubject. to enter ou the 
head of impoſing- Liturgies and Homilies on the church 
of Chriſt, yet we muſt oblerve,- that it is very ſhock- 
ing to bear the pſalms of David compared with theſe, 
which are only of human compoſure. We are per- 


ſuaded that many who proteſs-the epiſcopal, religion, 
and make uſe of the Liturgy and Homilies, yet by no 


means 1 ebe exalt them to an equal tf wth the 
s plalms 


— 


* 


/ 


- — 
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7 ofalms of David. T6 be tyed down to the word and 
ordin inces of Chriſt, is oppoſition to the docttines 
and inventions of men, ſhouid not be deemed a heavy 
burden: Chrift's + yoke is eaſy and his burden is light 
Mat. xi 30. But we rather think that to ĩmpoſe on 
the church of Chriſt, the many hymas, ſpiritual fongs, 
and anthems. which are of human compoſition, is 
wWreathing a yoke] of bondage about her neck, and 
= laying a burden upon her which he has not comman- 
=> ded. , He faith to the church'of Thyatira, I will put 
upon you none other burden: But that which. e 
© have already hold faſt till I come,” Rev. ii, 24. 25, 
ouch is the depravity of human nature, that men put 
themſelves to the greateſt trouble in following their 
own modes and opinions, rather than ſubmit to the. 
pra of divine appointment. And we find a far 
cater keeneſs for theſe, than zeal for ſuch ordinanges 
& F Grilt, as they are in the poſſeſſion of. It is long 
ſince ſoms counted it a piece of tyranny, to be obliged 


to adhere to the doctrine of the ſeriptures, as exhi- 
bited in our Confeſſion of Faith, Catechiſms larger and 
= ſhorter, directory of public worſhip, and propoſitions | 
Mi concerning church gaqvernmevtit, and now the notions 
ok tyranny are ſcrewed ſo high, as that it is reckoned _ 
dn infringement on Chriſtian liberty to be conffaed to 
the pſalms of the Spirit's enditing in our praiſes. — 
May it not be alfo counted tyranny to tie people down 
do the ſcriptures F truth, as the alone rule of faith 
and obedience? But we ſuppoſe by this time we have 
tired your patience, and as the other objections againſt 
5 baus the pſalms of David in goſpel worſhip are ſo 


45 very. trifling, we ſhall paſs them by unnoticed, and 

ut up this diſcourſe with a few exhortations. 
© Firſt, Let us all be exhorted to bleſs God for put- 
ung us in the poTcthon of a comp! !eat ſyſten of goſpel 
2 | N 


LY 


— ardjvandes, 3 in their ſcriptural purity. The ordinanees 
Which are diſpenſed amongſt- us, bear evident marks 
of their divine appointment, and have been handed 
down to us, at the expence of much blood and trea- 
ſure . Goſpel ordinances are the greateſt bleſſing 
which God beftows on a people. He ſhewed his 
* word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his Judgments un- 
C to Iſrael. He hath net dealt ſo with any natien, Plal. 
cxlvii. 19, 20. We cannot. be enough thankful for our 
Privileges; and inſtead of pouring contempt on praiſ- 


_ ing God in the words of David, let our hearts exult 
118 for joy, that ever they, with other parts of ſcripture, 
HIS were made known te us. It is owing to the diſtin- 
HE guiſhing goodneſs of God, that we are not covered 


HIS with Pagan darkneſs, Popiſh ſuperſtition, or Meho- 
__' = BIO metan deluhon. O how little do we prize our privi- 
i: 1 | leges! Without the light of the ſan,- we could uot 
diſcern the beauty of the creation; ſo without the licht 
of the divine revelation, we would not have ſeen the 


man's redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. Through the ten- 
det mercy of our God, whereby the day- ſpring from 
© on high hath viſited us. To give light to them that 
© fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to guide 
9 our feet into the way of peace, Luke i. 78, 79. 
Secondly, Let us be exhorted to hold fait every part 
of theſe ordinances. This is a day of great darkneſs in 
the church of Chriſt, and therefore the danger of their 
being corrupted 1s the greater: for when people loſe 
views of the ſpirituality of God's inſtitutions, they are 


apt to begin to pleaſe their fancies, To bold falt the 
inſtitutions 


+ From the year 1660, to 1688, no lets than 1800 


Vvanted — ef the church f Scotland. 


© chief of the ways of God, even the glorious work of 


perſons ſuffered martyrdom for ad hering to the Goves 
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inſtitutions of Chriſt, and tranſmit them in purity to 
poſterity, are duties incumbent on every generation of 
religious profeſſois; and to hold faſt. the ſeripture 
pſalms, and hand theſe down to the riſing generation, 
are herein included. We will not hide them from 
© their children, ſhewing to the generation to come, 
the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength, and his 
© wonderful works that he hath dane. For he eſta- 
© bliſhed a teſtimeny in Jacob, and appoiated a law in 
© TIiracl, which he commanded our fathers, that they. 


_ © ſhould make them known to their children,” Pſalm, 
IxXxviii 4. 5. The vigorous ſtruggles of our religious 
anuceſtors to maintain che whole ſyſtem of divine truth 


in purity, will greatly aggravate our ſin in letting any 
of Chriſt's truths flip. Ye therefore, beloved, ſeeing 
ye know theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo be- 
ing led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
* your own ſtedfaſtneſs.” 2 Pet. ui. 17. 
Thirdly Let us be exhorted to beware of counting 


any of Chriſt's ordinances as little matters. God will 


honour them who make a bold ſtand for what is count - 


ed little. And he ſaid unto him, Well thou good ſer- 
_* vant; becauſe thou haſt been faithful in a very little, 


have thou authority over ten cities,“ Luke xix 17. 


Euery ſtep of degeneracy in a church appears at firſt as 


a little matter f. A grave ine compares theſe evils 
| Ge | in 


f 


+ © Well, if they be nane of Chriſt's ſmall things be — = 
©them go, bur if they be one of his truths, will ye call 
that à ſmall thing? His ſmall things are great things. 
It might be proven to you, that there never was a colts 


© trovecſy ſince the beginning of the world, even touch- 


© 1og the molt momentous truths, that was not account- 


Riviagſton's ſermon in the appendix to bis life, 
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2038 n their firſt beginnings to the point of a needle, which 
5 however ſmall. has a long thread after it; fo theſe draw 
| a train of diſmal conſ quences after them. Innova- 
tions in the church at firit, wear ſomething of an inno- 
cent and attractive aſpeck aud the direful conſequentes 
ate ſeldom adverted to, but by a few. What ſome ob- 


: ſerve of horſe hairs lying nine days under water, that 
they then quicken and turn living creatures, May ex- 
| emplify the conſequences of leſſer matters being allow- 
| ed in religion, without a divine warrant. Indeed it 
| AY ſeems to be a new religion which ſome are taken up 
4 3 with; n religion which canſeth people to treat the 
2 princip'cs ſolemnly eſpouſed by the reformation, as mat · 
e -. - ters of facitference, or rather hlleth them with enmity 
N againſt them altogether - A new religion muſt have 
|| FE new modes of worſhip,” as hence it is that the pſalms of 
12 ‚ David which h ve been ſang in the churches of Chriſt, iſ 
N 1 with fo mach heavenly delight, are now reckoned by = - 
1 - many as qguſte improper for goſpel wor chip. When a 5 
HA : P ople depart from God, and deſpiſe the methods he 
0 . | takes to rchaig: hem, he is provoked to * Choule their 
BY ? dgeſuſſon e fa. 'xvi 4. 2 D 
| | = Fourthly. L us who are minfſters of the word of 
' Chit, bc exhort:d ro make à bold ſtand for every part 
Hi of divide truth, ir rdination vows bind us in the 
HE exerciſe of our miriiitry, to be © valiant for the truth, 
f © on the earth,” Let us hear with felemn attention the 
| : charge given to limothy, I give thee charge in the ul 
| 6 Gght of God, who quickeneth all things, and before 
Eh ; C xcſuc Chrift, who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good 
F -| 6 conſe ſſion; That thou! Sep nis comwandment, withe 1 
4 1 out ſpot, unrcbukabl- until the appearing of tie I 
Y a Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pim. 13, 14. Let vs ſhow I 
= I OY; love 10 Gut g/0kiyugs aller, iy CL.MYOUTING to kcep 4 
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up the credit of all the part of his word, in regard 
thete are ſo many ſubtle ſchemes now on foot. to Weak- 


en its divine authority. In a particular manger, let us be 


careful to explain the meaning, and thew.the propriety. 


of the pfalms of David;' and thus enderpour to pre- 


vent their falling into diſtiepute among the people, come 


mitted to our charge. * So they read in the botk in the | 


Cc jaw of the Lord God diſtioctly. and gave the 1efile, 


and cauſed them to under ſtand the reacting? Neh. viii. 


8. Whatever trials we meet with in the exerciſe of our 
miniſtry, whether from open fves or piofeffed-friends, 


let ue never think to for take the banner of the Captain 


of our ſalvation, but rather 1ef+[v®3 to © endure herdneis 
6 as good ſoldiers of jeſus Chiiſt.* 2 Tim'ii. 3 Satan 
is unweated in his attempts to bring the miniſters of 


the goſpel into contempt, becauſe they are great enemies 


to the intereſts of his kicgom: He thus acts the part of 


8 the thicf, who aims at killing the watchman, that with 
f great ceaſe and ſafety he muy get into the houſe, Lo a- 
ſpet ſe the character of Miniſters, and reprefent them as 


mea who want by their ſacred function only to exalt 


themſelves above others, he ordinarly flirs up perſons 
who have ſome reputation for holipeſs that by their in. 


flaence they may raiſe a faction. Theſe act as a live 


bird to bring others into the vet. Korah, Dathan, and 


Abiram had in their company two hundred and fifty 
© princes of the aſſembly, famous in the congrepation, 
men of renown, And they gathered themſelves to, 
* gether apainſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, and ſaid un- 


to them ye take too much upon you, ſeciog all the con- 


* gregation ate holy every one of them, and the Lord is 


among them; wherefore then lift you up yourſelves a- 


" boye the congregation of the Lord, Numb. xvi. 1. 4. 
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. 3 Finally. My brethren be ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
_ - the power of his might. Eph. vi. 10, To prevent aur 
 - 'makiog ſhipwreckof the faith and a good conlcience. let | 
1 : . us daily implore the com municatious ot divine grace. 4 
i Now, unto him that is able to Keep us from ling and 2 
* —, © to preſent us faultleſs before the preſence of is glory, 

_ »« with exceediog great joy. To the only wife God our 
Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, dominion and power, \ 
| both new and ever. Amen. Jude ver. 24, 25- - © 0 
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